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A CABLE 


From the Histadrut to the Na- 
tional Labor Committee for 
Palestine! 


BY INVESTMENT FORTY 
THOUSAND POUNDS WITH 
PARTICIPATION JEWISH 
AGENCY AND OTHERS SHI- 
KUN TO START IMMEDIATE 
CONSTRUCTION THOUSAND 
HOUSING UNITS COSTING 
HALF MILLION POUNDS IN 
JERUSALEM, TEL AVIV, 
NAHARIA, TIBERIAS, KIRIAT 
AMAL, KIRIAT HALF, KIRIAT 
AVODA STOP INVESTED 
EIGHTEEN THOUSAND 
GOODS TRANSPORT COM- 
PANY STOP IMPERATIVE 
STRENGTHEN COOPERA- 
TIVES FUND BY FORTY THOU- 
SAND POUNDS FOR AC- 
QUIRING INDUSTRY EM- 
PLOYING PARTLY DEMOBIL- 
IZED SOLDIERS STOP 


The National Labor Committee 
for Palestine has already for- 
warded to the Histadrut a trans- 
mission of $250,000 to enable 
Shikun, the Histadrut Housing 
cooperative, to contribute its 
share toward the solution of one 
of Palestine's most pressing 
problems, the problem of hous- 
ing, and to enable the labor 
cooperatives to increase their 
capacity for absorbing more 
newcomers and demobilized 
soldiers. 


As the process of reconversion 
to a post-war economy con- 
tinues in Palestine, there will be 
more such cables for additional 
funds to meet more urgent 
needs. We must be ready to 
meet them. The 1945-46 His- 
tadrut campaigns are about to 
open throughout the United 
States and Canada. The Na- 
tional Labor Commitee for 
Palestine calls upon all its friends 
and co-workers to redouble their 
efforts in behalf of the Histad- 
rut in the coming year. 


* 
NATIONAL LABOR 
COMMITTEE FOR PALESTINE 
45E.17thSt. N.Y.3,N. Y. 
Phone: AL 4-9570 
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Charles Beard 


on the 


JEWISH FRONTIER ANTHOLOGY 


The Jewish Frontier Anthology is an informing document for all 
civilized persons now interested, of necessity, in what is called the Jew- 
ish problem. It is more. It is an indispensable document for the record 
of all values cherished in these eventful and tragic years. 





Yours sincerely, 


(signed) Clas Beard 


Owing to the surprisingly great demand, our stock of the anthology is 
rapidly being exhausted. Our readers are advised to order their copies with- 
out delay. 


576 pages * Price, only $2.00 Canada and foreign, $2.50 . 
Send orders to oat 
JEWISH FRONTIER ASSOCIATION 


45 EAST 17th STREET 
New York 3, N. Y. 
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Comments of the Month 








DUTT 


THE BritisH Laspor VICTORY 


wet HAS happened in the past month in 
Great Britain can become an epoch-making 
event of world-wide significance. It is not only that 
a Socialist government is installed for the first time 
by an absolute majority in the course of a free elec- 
tion, in one of the most industrially advanced 
countries of the world. Such an event is certainly 
an unprecedented challenge for a Labor Party. Prime 
Minister Attlee and his Cabinet, with the aid of a 
predominantly Labor Parliament, must now demon- 
strate the capacity of socialist government to remedy 
the acute ills which they have so frequently made 
a reproach to capitalism .It was for this purpose 
that they were returned to power by the people. 
The demonstration of their success, or as may occur 
of their failure, must inevitably have consequences 
of critical significance in every other country which 
faces the same problems. But the British overturn 
may also have immediate international repercussions 
in the sphere of foreign affairs. 

There has been a tendency in the comment which 
immediately followed the vote in Great Britain to 
stress the fact that the electioneering of both parties 
concerned itself far more with domestic than foreign 
questions. It is noted that Labor spokesmen had given 
repeated assurance that their victory would not im- 
ply a break in the continuity of British foreign pol- 
icy. However, Professor Harold Laski, chairman of 
the Labor Party’s executive committee, laid particu- 
lar emphasis in his post-election remarks on the 
changes which he anticipated in British foreign pol- 
icy. “At long last,” he said, “we have made possible 
a full friendship with the Soviet Union. At long 
last we will .be in a position to do full justice to 
our Spanish comrades. We shall give no help to de- 
caying monarchs or obsolete social systems.” 

One of the questions on which the Labor party 
has strongly dissented from a policy which the Con- 
servatives put into effect under Chamberlain and 
which was never set aside—despite the Premier’s 
personal opposition to it—by Churchill’s National 
Government, is the question of Palestine. Labor 
Party conferences have repeatedly condemned the 
White Paper in the sharpest terms. The most re- 
cent conference adopted an extremely strong reso- 
lution backing the Jewish National Home, even 
to the point of approving a voluntary transfer of 
Arabs to other countries if this was necessary for 
its realization. The Labor Party has now been re- 
turned to office not with a flimsy majority that might 
necessitate new elections within a short period of 
time, but with a margin of 70 votes over a full ma- 


jority in Parliament. The new government has 
every prospect of lasting without effective challenge 
for at least the full five year period. From this 
standpoint, the Labor government has all the power 
necessary to bring about a radical change in the 
policy on Palestine. 

It is true, of course, that there is no complete 
unanimity in the Labor Party, any more than there 
is among the Conservatives, on the Palestine ques- 
tion.. The latest Labor Party conference resolution 
on Palestine was adopted only after considerable 
debate. Moreover, as in all other countries with 
representative government, party conference resolu- 
tions depend for their implementation upon elected 
Members of Parliament and executive authorities, 
who exercise a considerable degree of discretion in 
their own right. Generally speaking, it would be 
unwise to expect every conference resolution to be 
completely carried out, even under the present favor- 
able circumstances. On the other hand, while the 
Labor party has certain groups within it who do not 
share the whole-hearted pro-Zionist view of its ma- 
jority, it has none of the extremely narrow imperi- 
alist elements who have a noticeable though not a 
predominant influence within the Conservative Party. 
There is reason to expect that Labor Party policy, 
too, will strive to preserve the Empire; but we may 
also reasonably hope that many of the more dis- 
creditable features of British imperial and foreign 
policy, notably those inherited from the appease- 
ment regime, will be finally scrapped. 

The Labor Party victory thus opens up new per- 
spectives of hope for all peoples directly or indi- 
rectly affected by the British position in world af- 
fairs. Jews will watch with anxious sympathy as the 
Labor Party assumes the tremendous responsibilities 
devolving upon it. We shall pray that its promise 
may be fulfilled. 


AMERICA’S ROLE IN PALESTINE 


r WAS perhaps mere coincidence that the last 
semi-monthly report of the Foreign Policy Asso- 
ciation immediately preceding the Big Three con- 
ference at Berlin,* should be devoted to “Palestine 
and America’s Role in the Middle East.” Neverthe- 
less, there is surely some symptomatic significance 
in the fact that Palestine absorbed the attention of 
one of the leading foreign policy research groups 
at such a time—on the eve of the first Big Three 
meeting since V-E Day, the first one after the San 
Francisco Conference, and the first since President 





* “Dalestine and America’s Role in the Middle East,’ by Grant 
S. McClellan, Foreign Policy Reports, Vol. XXI, No. 8 (July 1, 
1945). 
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Truman's succession to office. As the author of the 
report, Mr. Grant S. McClellan, points out, “The 
Middle East is rapidly emerging as another area 
where the great powers may either clash or cooper- 
ate in the post-war years.” In addition, though Mr. 
McClellan does not as specifically refer to this as- 
pect of the matter, the contemporary plight of the 
Jewish people is so grave that for this cause alone 
“Many groups in the United States, both Jewish 
and non-Jewish, believe that the time has long 
since passed when the United States should have 
taken a well-defined position with respect to Pales- 


tine. 
¥ * * 


By what principles should an American position 
with regard to Palestine be defined? The answer 
to this question depends, of course, on what is 
assumed to be the paramount American interest 
in the Middle East. To put it crudely, is oil or 
international justice to be the dominant factor in 
determining American policy on Palestine? The 
Foreign Policy report on Palestine unhesitatingly 
plumps for oil. It hardly raises the question of jus- 
tice, except to argue that it can safely be disregarded. 

On oil and its subsidiary considerations, Mr. 
McClellan reports: “If the United States decides 
to play a more active part in Palestinian affairs 
proper, then first consideration in framing that pol- 
icy should be given to national security. Difficult 
as it will be to ignore the conflicting Zionist or Arab 
claims in the controversy, three factors of para- 
mount importance must be weighed at the outset 
in determining America’s future course. These are 
the strategic realities of the Middle Eastern area, its 
oil resources, and the relations the United States 
must establish there with other great groups, espe- 
cially Britain. . . . In the immediate future it will 
be especially important that America and Britain 
achieve a common understanding throughout the 
area on oil rights, naval and air bases, and trading 
prospects.” * It is for this purpose that the Foreign 
Policy report proposes the “virtual internationaliza- 
tion of Palestine.” 

On the stake of the Jewish people in Palestine, 
Mr. McClellan issues the following deprecatory ob- 
servations: “The Allied powers cannot be reminded 
too often that the aid rendered to persecuted Jews 
during the past decade was woefully inadequate. . . . 
The tragedy of Europe’s Jewry may well haunt the 
Allies and, because of its emotional connotations, the 
Jewish problem may continue to constitute a com- 
pelling reason for’ a decision about the future of 
Palestine. However, because of the tragedy of Jewry 
in Europe, the need for a place of refuge may appear 
less relevant to the Palestine problem than before 
the war. For the reduction in numbers of European 
Jewry has been so drastic that some authorities now 
consider the Jewish problem much less pertinent to 





* All italics in quotations ours.—Ed. 
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the question of establishing a Jewish state. With the 
close of the European war, such questions as the 
occupation of Germany and the immediate relief of 
war-devastated populations throughout Europe press 
for attention. Under such conditions, Europe’s Jewry 
may well find its only satisfactory rehabilitation 
within the broader plans undertaken for the recon- 
struction of the exhausted continent.” 

This hardly calls for much interpretation. If 
there were as many Jews alive today in Europe as 
before the war, possibly their problem might also 
press for attention. But since they have been “tragi- 
cally” cut down (a spectacle which affords Mr. 
McClellan a trifling emotional catharsis, relieving 
this otherwise dead-sober geopolitical trial balance) 
they must perforce find their “only” rehabilitation 
in broader plans undertaken for other war-devas- 
tated populations; and whether they like it or not, 
they must accept it as satisfactory. 

Mr. McClellan is aware, of course, that European 
Jews may not like it. But on this point, too, his 
Realpolitik provides a satisfactory assurance: “For 
the moment, it appears highly premature to predict 
outright Russian approval of Zionist aims. The 
question may even be raised whether Russian in- 
fluence in Eastern Europe may not serve to nullify 
further Zionist efforts. For Eastern Europe has his- 
torically been the stronghold of Zionism and the 
area from which the greatest number of Jews mi- 
grated to Palestine. . . .” Mr. McClellan does not 
make his meaning any more explicit than this, but 
the conclusion is obvious: he calculates that, under 
Soviet influence, Zionism may be permanently out- 
lawed or emigration forbidden in the main Euro- 
pean centers, as they have been in the Soviet Union 
for the past decades. 

But will not the Jews in the United States, for 
example, protest against such a betrayal of promises 
solemnly made and such a dragooning of Jews in 
Europe? What about those Jewish organizations 
whose activities Mr. McClellan discusses under the 
revealing title of “Pressure Politics concerning Pales- 
tine”? As to this point, Mr. McClellan is impressed 
by the fact that while “many Zionists” believe that 
“what is often termed the Jewish problem or the 
scourge of anti-Semitism can be solved only when 
it becomes possible . . . to acquire residence and 
citizenship in a Jewish commonwealth or state,” 
other Jews are frightened by the idea of a Jewish 
commonwealth. “Opponents of Zionism have main- 
tained that the problem of anti-Semitism would re- 
main, or that it might in fact be increased by such 
a measure.” Furthermore, most Jews, whatever their 
political opinion, have shown an unplumbed capac- 
ity for enthusiasm over empty promises. One of 
the more recent examples was the extraordinary 
jubilation in some Jewish circles over the then 
Secretary of State Stettinius’ San Francisco disclosure 
that UNCIO would not frame an International Bill 
of Rights, but would provide for a commission to 
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work on such an international instrument, which, 
if and when adopted, would mot be internationally 
enforceable. Canny Realpolitiker that he is, Mr. 
McClellan must surely have been convinced by this 
evidence that many Jews would readily accept a 
moral repudiation of anti-Semitism as a substitute 
for Palestine, while even “many Zionists” would 
find it hard to be indignant at such a well-meant 
injury 

Mr. McClellan conveniently furnishes an example 
of the type of declaration which might serve to 
appease Jewish disappointment, if American oil 
interests should require scrapping the Jewish Na- 
tional Home: “In so far as the problem of Palestine 
merges with that of anti-Semitism, the United States 
and other countries must implement their high- 
sounding ideals by providing justly and adequately 
for refugees of the last decade who may yet find 
themselves destitute and stateless in the chaotic con- 
ditions of post-war Europe. As long as anti-Semitism 
is allowed to fester in the body politic of those 
states where large numbers of Jews reside, the 
pressure for drastic decisions with regard to Pales- 
tine will continue. What is needed seems too obvi- 
ous for restatement: the adoption of more liberal 
immigration policies by the democratic states and 
the eradication of anti-Semitism in conformity with 
democratic doctrines of equality.” Rarely have such 
strong words concealed such feeble meaning. 

In his strategic outline of the Palestine situation 
from the point of view of oil, Mr. McClellan does 
realize one danger: “Admittedly, suggestions for 
great power agreement about the development of 
the Middle East and the virtual internationalization 
of Palestine are long-range in character. Many ob- 
servers believe that, before they are realized, the 
political aspirations of both Jews and Arabs in 
Palestine—fanned by outside sympathizers—will 
lead to violent explosions. .. . The Allies, having 
so recently combined to defeat the Axis powers 
in Europe, would then find that the Middle East 
had become the next testing-ground of their unity.” 
Left hanging in the air is the obvious implication 
that the Powers who disposed of mighty Germany 
and her associates will have little trouble in subdu- 
ing any trouble-makers, Jewish or Arab, in the 
Middle East. 

The pattern of this chess game, charted with such 


dispassionate objectivity by Mr. McClellan, thus calls. 


for disregarding Zionist aspirations in Big Three 
world plans; suppressing Zionism in Eastern Europe; 
pleasing anti-Zionists and appeasing Zionists in 
America by a show of outlawing anti-Semitism; and 
first risking and then putting down Jewish rebellion 
in Palestine. There is one final item, with which 
the pamphlet closes on an amiable note: “If condi- 
tions of economic and political stabilization in Pales- 
tine can be assured by international agreement, con- 
tinued Jewish immigration and further Zionist de- 
velopment may also then prove possible.” 
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Mr. McClellan's report raises the cardinal question 
of why the United States is at all concerned with 
the Middle East—or, to put it in more basic terms, 
why are we going into an international security 
organization? We may accept it as understood that 
our “first consideration . . . should be given to 
national security.” But obviously this does not mean 
that in every international political question the 
first consideration of American policy should be 
to corner global oil resources or naval bases or 
trade rights, or as large a share of them as the 
other Big Powers will let us control without fighting 
over the issue. 

The United States has been interested, for exam- 
ple, in the solution of the Polish question. Obviously 
it is not the Polish oil supply, munitions industries, 
ports, or airfields in which we are interested. Just 
as obviously our “national security” is deeply in- 
volved in the success or failure of attempts to find 
a just, and that is a stable, solution of this question. 
We have learned from convincing evidence that 
under modern conditions the politics of war and 
peace are essentially global in character, and a 
political disturbance anywhere on earth carries a 
threat to the equilibrium of our own local security 
and peace system. It is necessary for our “security” 
that such conditions prevail in Poland as will prevent 
the outbreak of a Third World War within the life- 
time of the present generation. It was because we 
were determined to participate in establishing the 
conditions of a just and durable peace, not only in 
Poland or in Europe but in all the five continents, 
that we helped to establish and will soon formally 
enter the United Nations Security Organization. 

Hardly anyone will doubt that if the United States 
should show itself inclined today to participate di- 
rectly in Middle Eastern affairs, or, let us say, in the 
Palestine administration, it will be because of our 
general change in attitude towards our responsibil- 
ity for world peace. Having assumed greater inter- 
national obligations, we may find, to be sure, that 
our need of strategic bases and supplies is likewise 
expanded. If we had remained isolationist in our 
philosophy it is a very moot question whether the 
oil resources of Arabia would have appeared sufh- 
ciently important, geopolitically, to “national se- 
curity” (defined strictly in terms of hemisphere de- 
fense) to make it worth risking the “perils” and 
“entanglements” of entering into the affairs of such 
a far-off region. Thus, even on the most hard-boiled 
grounds, the interests of American “national se- 
curity” are far more at stake in the establishment of 
a just and durable peace in Palestine and in the just 
and durable solution of the “so-called Jewish prob- 
lem” than in a fat share of Arabian oil. 

Mr. McClellan apparently assumes that his own - 
peculiar “geopolitical” narrow-mindedness is shared 
by American officials; and he stresses that despite 
public pressure they have abstained from publicly 
demanding a change from the White Paper policy 
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now governing Palestine to a policy of the full 
realization of the Balfour Declaration. Both publicly 
and privately the highest officials in the United 
States government have given assurance that they 
were concerned with a just solution of the Jewish 
problem in Palestine, and that such a solution would 
be achieved as soon as war-time difficulties had 
passed. Mr. McClellan apparently does not regard 
these assurances as worthy of comment. If we are 
to assume that he is right, however, it still remains 
an Open question whether, in view of the temper 
of American public opinion, officials could handle 
the Palestine question in the post-war period purely 
from the point of view of oil. 


The American strategic interest in the Philippines 
is far more pressing than in the Mediterranean, but 
it would be a stupid official indeed who would pre- 
sume to disregard the whole issue of Philippine 
independence as geopolitically irrelevant. For good 
or for ill, we are a democracy, and through however 
many walls of public apathy and official isolation, 
the public conscience does make itself heard. There 
could be no more unrealistic Realpolitik with re- 
gard to Palestine than to define American policy 
without reference to conscience. Mr. McClellan en- 
visages armed uprisings in Palestine, suppression 
of Zionist aspirations among European Jews—both 
very probable events if justice for the Jews should 
be cast aside by the Powers. Without being prophets 
or sons of prophets, we can plainly foresee a public 
revulsion of the most “drastic” sort which would 
surely follow upon such a situation. 


HERMAN SHULMAN 


r. HERMAN SHULMAN, the Jewish people has 
lost a worker and a leader of unique quality 
who had still a great and enduring contribution to 
make to the cause of a Jewish Palestine. One cries 
Out in vain against a fate which has deprived us of 
the political maturity and understanding, of the drive 
and the selfless devotion of Herman Shulman. 


He had always been a Zionist. It was only in the 
last three years, however, of a life which ended while 
still in the forties, that he began to immerse himself 
in Zionist activity. He had already attained success 
and position in his profession as a lawyer. That his 
interests extended into other fields was evidenced by 
the more than local reputation which he had 
achieved as a generous and discriminating patron of 
the arts. He had a rare feeling for the beautiful; and 
his collection of modern paintings at his home in 
Stamford is one of the outstanding collections of its 
kind in this country. His pictures were to him a source 
of quiet pride and of constant joy and relaxation. At 
the same time, characteristically, his approach was 
far from that of the superficial dilettante; and it was 
a rare treat to accompany him from one painting to 
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another and to listen to his informed and illuminat- 
ing comment on picture and artist. From being a 
collector he himself began, self-taught, to paint—for 
the most part vivid sketches of imagined individuals, 
fanciful, rich in color, and full of humor. 

But the time came when his professional and ar- 
tistic interests began to give way more and more to 
his sense of dedication to Zionism. He went into 
Zionist work with his eyes open. He was aware of 
the inevitable stresses and strains within the move- 
ment. He knew too, that the difficulties and frustra- 
tions would be numerous, and the rewards meagre. 
But the choice once made, he never looked back, nor 
for a moment thought to lapse into the agreeable 
ease of a man with the means to indulge other and 
less demanding interests. 

Herman Shulman’s forensic talents were those of 
the courtroom rather than of the platform, and to 
a public which loves a spellbinder he remained 
as a person largely unknown. And yet by his ready 
grasp of the essentials of any problem and by his 
power of clear and logical exposition, he very soon 
established for himself in the inner circle of Zionist 
leadership a position first of respect, and then of au- 
thority. His industry was prodigious and if anything 
he tended to take too much upon shoulders already 
heavily burdened. There was hardly an important 
document issued by the American Zionist Emergency 
Council in the last two years, in the drafting of which 
he had not taken a leading part. He had much to do 
with the Palestine plank in the Democratic Party 
platform of 1944, and also with the statements on 
Palestine of both President Roosevelt and President 
Truman. Together with Dr. Wise he was responsible 
in particular for the famous message from the Presi- 
dent, October 15, 1944, to the Atlantic City Conven- 
tion of the Zionist Organization of America. It was 
he who initiated the campaign for resolutions by 
State legislatures throughout the country; to date 
thirty-three states, representing 85% of the popula- 
tion of the United States, have placed themselves on 
record in favor of a Jewish Palestine. Herman Shul- 
man was also responsible for the Petition calling for 
action on behalf of a Jewish Commonwealth, signed 
by the Governors of forty states and placed before 
President Truman prior to his departure for Potsdam. 

Only two months ago, Herman Shulman returned 
from the United Nations Conference at San Fran- 
cisco, where, as an associate consultant to the United 
States Delegation, he played a cardinal role in secur- 
ing the inclusion in the Trusteeship Chapter of the 
United Nations Charter of provisions safeguarding 
the rights of the Jewish people in respect to Pales- 
tine. When there was work to be done, he did not 
spare others, but above all he did not spare himself. 
The very afternoon before his tragically sudden 
death, although too unwell to leave his bed, he dic- 
tated in outline a memorandum which he had under- 
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taken to prepare on the reparations issue and the 
claims of the Jews as a people to indemnification. 
Herman Shulman stands out as an example of 
those who more and more must be attracted into ac- 
tive Zionist work if it is to assume its fullest and 
most effective development in this country. Thor- 


- 


oughly integrated into American life, he was yet a 
proud and conscious Jew. Never compromising with 
the goal which lay ahead, he knew at the same time 
to adapt the means to the end. Gifted with an incisive 
intelligence, he was essentially modest and always 
open to argument. He will be solely missed. 


Death and Resurrection: 


In the Concentration Camps 
by L. Spizman 


IHE SITUATION of the Jews who were liberated 

by the Allies, but are still in the former concen- 
tration camps in Germany, Austria and Czechoslo- 
vakia is no less than tragic. It may sound like a gross 
exaggeration, but it is a fact that in the concentra- 
tion camp in Bergen-Belsen, 25 Jews die each day. 
A recent report from the correspondent of the In- 
dependent Press Service in Paris asserts that 11,000 
Jewish inmates, of them 7,000 women and 1,500 
children, sent a heartrending appeal to Herbert Leh- 
man, to be rescued from the camp which they de- 
scribed as hellish. There is not enough food or medi- 
cine and the interned Jews are starving just as they 
did when the Nazis were in full control there. Ger- 
mans still have authority in the camp, because the 
municipality of Belsen is responsible for providing 
food, and not the British military administration 
which runs the camp. The interned Jews in the camp 
are ragged, barefoot, lice-infested, and must sleep on 
the bare floors. They are not permitted to leave the 
barracks, and the military police are unfriendly. 

Conditions in other concentration camps are not 
much better. Recently the World Jewish Congress 
received an urgent appeal from the Jews in German 
camps. “Move heaven and earth to rescue us,” cry the 
remaining Jews in these camps. The appeal was trans- 
mitted by the prominent socialist leader, Mme. Isa- 
bella Blum, a member of the Belgian parliament, 
who visited the liberated Jews in camps in Germany. 

It is unbelievable, but nevertheless true, she re- 
ports, that Jews in concentration camps are receiving 
less food today than they got under the Germans. The 
sick are treated in the same manner as all others and 
do not get fresh foods. There are not enough doctors, 
medicaments, and vitamins. At Dachau, the sick are 
confined to close quarters and lie in double beds. 
Thousands of Jews who are not sick are still kept 
interned and their morale is very low. It is necessary, 
says Mme. Blum, to get them out of Germany as 
quickly as possible and to supply them with visas to 
immigration countries. The Jews in the concentration 
camps are embittered because they believe that they 
have been forgotten. 


In a letter from Major M. Levi to E. Dobkin, the 
head of the Immigration Department of the Jewish 
Agency, which was published in Davar on June 10, 
we learn astounding facts about the horrible condi- 
tion of the “liberated” Jews in the concentration 
camps. 

The Major writes: — 

“I have just returned from a four-day visit to the 
concentration camp of Bergen-Belsen, and I consider 
it my duty to impart to the Jewish public the things 
that I saw. There are no words to express the suf- 
fering of the tens of thousands of victims. There are 
two camps here: Number 1 and Number 2. Number 
one is a “death camp.” Its stench reaches to high 
heaven, death stalks everyone, and there is no one to 
oppose it. Thousands have died in the past few days. 
To date, we have buried about 20,000 men, women, 
and children. Typhus is spreading; tuberculosis and 
dysentery take their daily toll. The people wandering 
around the camp look like skeletons. The children, 
with their parents, live in indescribable filth. Rats and 
insects are everywhere. When the liberating armies 
came to the camp, they found corpses, which the 
living were using as pillows and pallets. With my 
own eyes, I saw this and the image will burn my eyes 
till my dying day.... 

“There is now enough food there, but they can’t 
eat because their stomachs are shrunken as a result 
of weeks and months of hunger. They long for white 
bread, coffee, cocoa, light diets. A young girl pleaded 
with me: ‘Give me food that I can swallow, else I 
will soon be dead.’ Another begged us to take care 
of her mother who for four days had not been able 
to take the food that was given her.” 

This condition exists in other concentration camps 
also. A Jewish chaplain, Hershel Shechter of New 
York has reported the horrors in Buchenwald. Mem- 
bers of a Polish religious youth organization, ‘‘Zeire 
Agudat Israel,” who are now in Buchenwald, ap- 
pealed to their comrades in America in these words: 
“Where are the Jewish religious organizations and 
the Jewish public generally? Must we Jews—espe- 
cially Polish Jews—be the last to be helped, even 
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after the Nazis have gone?” (Morgen Journal, July 
13, 1945). 

According to the honorary chairman of the French 
“OSE” and the President of the French-Palestine 
Committee, Senator Justin Godart, there are 8,000 
Jewish orphans in Buchenwald and Bergen-Belsen. 
Of 1,350,000 Jewish children before the war, there 
remain in Europe, according to Godart’s report and 
other sources, about 150,000. The Jewish Agency 
and the Histadrut are ready to receive immediately 
and establish in the labor settlements 20,000 Jew- 
orphans but obstacles are presented by the White 
Paper and the bureaucratic methods of governmental 
relief agencies that work at a terribly slow tempo, at 
a time when every wasted day costs the lives of 
scores of our youngest victims. 

The Jews who were liberated from the camps by 
the victorious allied armies, are terribly disillusioned 
by the snail-paced process of rescue. They are so ex- 
hausted by the pain-wracked years, that many feel 
deadened, and the will to live must be rekindled in 
them, and strength must be given them to start a 
new existence. 

Dr. Emanuel Patt relates in the July issue of the 
Yiddish monthly, Zukunft, his impressions of the 
Jews in the camps. “Today, most of the Jews have a 
sort of chicken-skin,” he says, “because long years of 
suffering have deadened many of their nerves. They 
have stopped controlling certain functions. Their 
rninds became unaccustomed to thinking of the fu- 
ture, even of tomorrow.” Patt tells an interesting fact, 
which illustrates the horrible depression of the Jews 
in the camps. Upon the approach of American 
troops, a group of 500 Jews, that was being trans- 
ferred from Landsberg to Dachau, was left to their 
fate in a forest by the Germans. Instead of taking 
advantage of their freedom, the leaders of the 
group, some of them with years of organizational 
experience, begged the buergermeister of the nearby 
town after three days, to have pity on them. . . and 
reinstate German overseers. The Americans were 
only two miles from the forest. 

* + * 

It was inexcusable that Jewish organizations were 
Mot permitted to send representatives to see the 
Jews in the concentration camps immediately after 
their liberation. Probably the lives of many Jews 
would have been spared. Only now have the Jewish 
Agency and the “Joint” permission to.send delega- 
tions to the camps. Major Klepfisz, who was the chief 
chaplain of the Polish army, has just returned from 
a trip through Germany, which he made with the 
well-known Jewish representatives from Poland, 
Dr. Anselm Reiss and Dr. Isaac Schwartzbard. Klep- 
fisz accuses the SHAEF—the highest military author- 
ity of America and Britain in Europe—of hamper- 
ing the transmission of relief to the Jews in the 
camps. Klepfisz calls on the Jews in America and 
England to awaken to the terrible condition of the 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


Jews at the concentration camps. (London dispatch, 
Morgen Journal, July 10.) 

It is difficult to judge from afar how accurate or 
justified Major Klepfisz’s accusations may be. But 
that there has been a fatal neglect of the remaining 
Jews in concentration camps in Europe, is beyond 
doubt. 

The situation is so serious that the World Jewish 
Congress has sent urgent appeals from London to 
President Truman, Generalissimo Stalin and Premier 
Churchill in Potsdam, requesting that immediate 
steps be taken to save the Jews in the camps. 

In the appeal, it is pointed out that the camps 
in Germany afe unsanitary, that there is much 
sickness and that the death rate is very high. The 
report declares that there is a shortage of doctors 
and nurses and medicaments, and that the internees 
do not get enough food; that bedding and clothing 
are needed and that the internees have no work or 
recreation programs. In many cases, says the report, 
former Nazis have become the administrators of 
the camps where Jewish internees are virtual prison- 
ers. The Jewish internees are kept in readiness to 
be sent back to their former countries, although they 
do not want to return to those places where anti- 
Semitism still reigns. 

According to certain indications, the military 
powers are responsible for the failure to take af- 
firmative steps on behalf of the internees. Premier 
Churchill declared on May 5th in a letter to the 
World Jewish Congress, that everything depends 
on the military and that he had referred the re- 
quest of the Congress to the War Ministry. Since 
May 5, about ten weeks have passed to the date of 
writing and the situation is still unchanged. 

» + * 

The Jews in the camps are in an incomparably 
worse situation than the Nazi prisoners of other 
nations, in France, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, etc. 
who are returning to their countries. Many of them 
are “irrepatriable.” Governments have stated that they 
will only admit citizens who had been deported 
from the respective countries. But what are Polish 
Jews to do, whom the Germans deported from 
France, where they lived for fifteen and twenty 
years? Neither Poland nor France wants them. Many 
Jews from Bessarabia and Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia 
do not want to return to Russia and the governments 
of Rumania and Czechoslovakia will not accept 
them. 


Aside from this, the Jews do not want to be 
transported to the countries where the great major- 
ity of their brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers 
were slaughtered. All reports of interviews in the 
camps, given by a variety of people, agree about 
the determination of the interned Jews not to re- 
turn to their former homes. 


This is confirmed, in the report in Zukunft by 
Dr. Emanuel Patt, whose anti-Zionist views rule out 








} 





Pe 




















AuGusT, 1945 


any question of pro-emigration bias. “There is no 
doubt,” says Emanuel Patt, “that the majority of 
the Eastern European Jews is fervently determined 
not to spend their remaining years in the countries 
of their national and personal tragedies. If there 
exists a minority that wants to return, it is only 
because they hope that some of their family is still 
alive. But they insist that as soon as they find their 
families, they will do their utmost to leave the 
country, and if in the meantime they hear definitely 
that their families are not alive, then they will not 
return.” 

This feeling is deeply rooted. Arguments that 
the new governments will be good to Jews and 
will root out anti-Semitism are ineffective. It must 
be said, adds the writer of this report, that the Jews 
have a very strong argument. They saw the same 
Ukrainians, White Russians and Lithuanians that 
are now on the side of the United Nations, serve 
Hitler and help exterminate the Jews. 

Rabbi Hershel Shechter of New York, a Jewish 
chaplain in the American army, reports the same 
about his visit to Buchenwald. “All of them ask, 
What will happen now? The great majority of 
Polish Jews is determined not to return to Poland. 
One after another Polish Jews told me ‘If they 
force me to return to Poland, I will commit sui- 
cide’.” (Morgen Journal, May 15.) 

A poll in Dachau showed that a great majority 
of the Jews at that concentration camp want to go 
to Palestine as soon as possible. 

In the report of the J.D.C. representative, Dr. 
Joseph Schwartz, who had just returned from Europe, 
given at a press conference of the Joint on June 22 
in New York, he points out that the Jews of Poland, 
of Lithuania, of Hungary, of Yugoslavia, do not 
want to return to their former homes, where only 
misery and pain await them. They want to go to 
Palestine or to the Americas. This is confirmed by 
Reuben Resnick, Joint representative, in a telegram 
from Rome. (New York Times, June 18.) 

The correspondent of the New York Forwards, 
Marjan Ib, who was in the commission of corre- 
spondents which was sent to Buchenwald to report 
at first hand to the world the horror of that camp, 
tells of his talks with Jews there, that a ten year 
old boy from Kolomej told him “I’d rather die 
than go back to Poland.” 

“The majority wants to go to Palestine or to 
America where they have relatives. Others are ready 
to go to any outlandish corner of the earth rather 
than to the countries from which they came. 

“I discussed this question with a high American 
officer in Buchenwald. He knew very well that the 
Majority wants to go to Palestine but he expressed 
a fear that there would be ‘understandable diffi- 
culties.’ I told some of the Jews in Buchenwald of 
my talk with him. Their answer was: ‘We will not 
be taken back! It would be criminal!’” (Forwards, 
June 15.) 
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These sentiments are further confirmed by the 
first Yiddish paper which the Jews in Germany 
themselves started to issue. Before me lies the first 
issue of the paper Resurrection (T’khias Hamésim) 
with the caption “Newspaper for the Liberated Jews 
in Concentration Camps,” published by an editorial 
board in Buchenwald. 

In the leading article, “Why a newspaper?” we 
become aware of another side of the coin—the 
extreme tenacity and desire to live of the liberated 
Jews. ° 
“In issuing this paper,” says the writer, “we are 
perhaps making the first attempt at a Yiddish press 
for the living Jews . . . and so few of us are living! 
Dispersed and separated, we have learned one thing 
in these horrible years: tenacity! And we are de- 
termined to refurnish, to cement—and with all our 
physical and mental efforts, we will rebuild our life 
and world anew. We come in an Ark, that sails 
out of the mountains of Ararat through a flood of 
blood. Are we the last to pull out alive or are there 
others that wait for our life-sign? Like the biblical 
Noah, we are sending out the first dove—will she 
bring back a crumb? Let there at least be one lonely 
leaf from a green tree which hints at a new and 
fresh life! If the first moment of joy at the sign of 
happiness is over, then will come the greater, clearer 
joy of realizing why we have remained alive.” 

The editors declare at the end of the issue: 
... “Born at the last moment, the first issue could 
not be free of errors—let it be, though, the begin- 
ning of a newly developed Yiddish press, worthy of 
proudly bearing the banner of Jewish culture, and 
the free Voice of Jewish labor.” 

In Resurrection we become aware of the stormy 
discussions among the Jews in the concentration 
camps: whether to return “home” or break through 
to Palestine. One, B. Goldberg, thinks, We should 
return to Poland where our parents, brothers and 
sisters lie burned and murdered! There we will 
again develop the traditions of Jewish culture, 
schools, and the national struggle for an equitable, 
independent and democratic Poland. 

But the great majority of the inmates in Buchen- 
wald powerfully endorses the conclusions of the 
article by Motel Sh. “I say—argues a Jew with me— 
how can I return to that land where each stone tells 
me, reminds me of the blood of my brother and 
sister, how will I be able to live in that house and 
in that city where the marrow ran out of my child 
onto the wall? Another says: No! I cannot return. 
The shadows of my nearest and dearest will con- 
stantly stalk before my eyes and ask me: Why, why 
did you come back to dance on our graves? When 
I, the only survivor of my city, will come home, 
my old non-Jewish neighbors will meet me and I 
might even meet someone who yesterday—in ‘those’ 
days—plundered our homes; pointed their fingers 
and informed against us: Here is a Jew! I am for 
international brotherhood—but there, I, I who have 
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heard and seen all, will never be able to stifle the 
feelings which will rise within me . . . No! I will 
never be able to chat amiably! Is it dignified for me 
in my few remaining years to come to the city? 
The neighbors, who have thought me dead regard 
me as an oddity, a corpse risen from the grave to 
haunt the living . . . those who will dare to greet 
me will. have a smile of wonder on their faces: 
What, Yankele, you are still alive? No! Let the men 
of Mars go there—and whoever else wants to, but 
I? IT! 2” j 

That the majority of the Buchenwald Jews do 
not want to return “home” is also confirmed in the 
Yiddisher Kemfer (July 16) by Kieve Skidell, the 
former secretary of the American Poale Zion youth 
organization, Habonim, who is now serving in the 
United States Army in Germany. 

Skidell reports that when the American army 
went into Buchenwald, they found 3500 Jews. Of 
these, 2500 Jews from Western countries and from 
Czechoslovakia have returned to their homes. The 
Polish Jews were given this alternative—they could 
either return to Poland or remain at the camp. A 
number returned, perhaps a few hundred, mostly be- 
cause they wanted to search for their families. The 


majority, though, definitely does not want to return, 


despite the fact that they have not lost hope that their 
families live. They want to go to Palestine or to 
America, with Palestine in first place. 

In Buchenwald, the first agricultural training 
farm (Kibbutz Hakhsharah) on German soil has 
been started. The kibbutz “Buchenwald” is located 
about twelve miles south of Weimar. The farm was 
confisacted when the Americans took over that dis- 
trict — where the Jewish flag now waves, there 
used to hang a swastika. Forty-seven people, 43 
men and 4 girls—(the percentage of girls among 
the survivors at the camp is very small) work half 
of the 750 acres of land. The other half is used for 
grazing. The khalutzim have 300 sheep, 20 cows, 
9 oxen, 5 horses, 40 chickens and 200 pigeons. They 
also have stalls which are in good condition, 2 
tractors, a thrasher, an automobile. Most of the 
khalutzim are young people, in the twenties, but 
there are some in their forties. The khalutzim come 
from various Zionist groups—some of them know 
Hebrew and the others are learning. Their constant 
dream is to go to Palestine as quickly as possible. 

In his report to Eliyahu Dobkin, Major Levi also 
reported about the longing for Palestine among the 
Jews at the camp in Bergen-Belsen. In honor of 
the visit of the American Major to this camp, 300 
young people arranged a demonstration, carrying 
the white and blue flag and marching with their 
hats bearing the white and blue Star of David. 
Speeches were made in Hebrew and Yiddish. The 
great majority of the young men and women are 
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from Poland. On the door of their room hung a 
Hebrew sign. The leaders of the Youth wore arm- 
bands with the slogan “Sh’erit Israel Min Ha-con- 
zentratzia” (The remnant of Israel from the Con- 
centration Camps). Despite their frightful experi- 
ences, the courage of the youth has not been broken 
and they are determined to celebrate their “resur- 
rection” on the free soil of their Jewish homeland— 
Eretz Israel. 

The Jewish world organizations must make great 
and concentrated efforts to rush effective, immedi- 
ate help for the imprisoned Jews in the concentra- 
tion camps whose dream must be fulfilled—they 
must find a way to the shores of Palestine! This 
is the smallest compensation which the world and 
all of us owe them for the untold sufferings and 
misery which these people have experienced during 
Hitler’s regime. 


The Bonfire 


by Babette Deutsch 


A BOWER of twigs, dry boughs, of the oak and 

the ash 

And the thorn, a weighty bower encloses, 

As a boney cage the heart, a heart of roses 

That burns, throbs, glows under the soft air’s lash, 

Dying alive and crying as it dies: 

“TI live, O more and more: of what dismembers 

Me I build, see, I restore these rosy embers, 

Remembering, hoarding deep the close warmth as it 
flies.” 

Is it flame or flower unpetalling? Fiery flesh 

Falling and burgeoning and again falling, 

Sheath after sheath of brightness fallen recalling 

Flown fragrance, sunken bloom upspringing fresh. 

What wings about this nest? Of birds with serpentine 

Golden throats, their voicelessness a singing, 

Fluttering, weaving, to their thatchwork bringing 

New straws of radiance from the scorched patch they 
glean. 

No sea came here. Yet a coral skeleton 

Stiffens within the galloping flow of color, 

Sea-blue, foam-saffron, wavewise turning duller 

Before it combs to a peak of light and goes down. 

But under all, at the center and pulse and seat 

Of consuming life, the air-fed blood-red riot, 

At the root of the bower, at the rose’s core is quiet. 

The heart of silence, the heart that still must beat 

And burn, now keenest glows above its foreknown 
close. 
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A Tragic Object - Lesson 


by Chaplain Ernst M. Lorge 


WV HAT would I do or say, if there were no 

Palestine?” I do not know how many times 
I asked myself this question during the past few 
weeks. If that hope for their future did not exist, 
the remnant of our people in Europe would ap- 
proach animality in their dismal apathy. No matter 
what one’s former allegiances in Jewish life, nobody 
faced by the reality of personified Jewish suffering 
in the camps of Central Europe can be so blind to 
facts as to escape the conclusion that the Zionist 
analysis has been proven correct in a way unwished 
for by any Zionist the world over. 


There is little value in speculating how many 
thousands or perhaps millions of Jewish lives could 
have been saved, if England had opened the gates 
of Palestine to our people, before Himmler’s execu- 
tioners led them to the gas chambers and crema- 
tories of Treblinka, Oswiecim, and Majdanek. Nor 
will we gain from wondering if a united Jewish 
front behind Zionist efforts would have brought 
about enough pressure to force abandonment of 
the White Paper policy by the British Colonial 
Office. Nor do I intend to report in detail the fact 
that presently we are faced with a wave of anti- 
Semitism in Europe, the like of which we have 
never seen, nor expected to see after the liberation 
of the European nations. I simply want to tell how 
an ever deepening conviction of the essential truth 
of Zionism filled me while engaged in the practical 
task of salvaging as much of the Jewish human 
wreckage as possible. When I had to deal with liv- 
ing (sometimes only half-living) men, women, and 
children, with my brothers and sisters, with people 
whose fate—but for my good fortune—could have 
been mine, I lost interest in theories. Both my ac- 
complishments and frustrations in this rescue work 
taught me a lesson of living Zionism, which, in its 
concreteness, could be surpassed only by the reality 
of Palestinian life, and different even from this in 
the quality of its persuasive power. 

The great majority of the survivors of our peo- 
ple live in so-called DP camps. DP is the Army 
abbreviation for Displaced Persons. “Displaced” has 
a different meaning to the Jew than it does to 
others. The Russians, the French, the Dutch, the 
Belgians, the Czechs, and generally speaking, even 
the Poles, belong somewhere, were displaced, and 
now are to be repatriated. The Jewish DPs have 
to admit that in many countries they were DPs even 
before the arrival of the Nazis, and the authorities 
do not have the slightest idea when or where their 
DP status will end. 


Seeing all this in its naked truth, makes any 
Jew want to cry out. It is the same story no mat- 
ter what camp you visit or what peculiarities it 
may have. You enter a camp, and immediately you 
will find officers in the uniforms of practically all 
European nations running around and giving orders. 
They drive in beautiful sedans with a large sign 
“Liaison Officer,” and the name of the country they 
represent. It does not matter if the country is large 
or small, nor if the government is stable or not. All 
the doors seem to stand open to these Liaison Officers, 
and the service they can render to the people of their 
nationality is almost unlimited. Thus, one sees all the 
people in the camp flocking around a certain office, 
a certain committee, and their Liaison Officer. The 
Jewish group, alone, runs around, disorganized and 
bewildered. They were the ones who, on the aver- 
age, suffered still more than the others. All of the 
Jews were in concentration and extinction camps, 
while most of the others suffered a much less severe 
fate as slave workers. Their families have been 
slaughtered, while most of the others are reunited 
with a large part of their families. They are sick 
as a result of their treatment in experimentation 
wards, in starvation blocks, and other sadistic treat- 
ment. The majority of the others, as agricultural 
workers, are in fair health, for many of them had 
the opportunity to work in the fresh air and receive, 
fair food supplies. And yet, it is our people who, 
because of lack of organization and an authorized 
representative, often receive less attention, less aid 
and comfort than all the others. Worst of all, their 
mental state deteriorates from day to day, as they 
find that the dreams of liberty and the future, dreamt 
for so many years of abject misery, are not Coming 
true. Instead, they find themselves to be the only 
completely forgotten of the earth. 

* * * 


Some Jewish DPs were fortunate enough to have 
a Jewish Chaplain stationed in their area who would 
take an interest in their welfare. A consideration 
of their work gives one a good idea of what could 
be done if we had some sort of a recognized govern- 
ment which could send its representatives when 
needed. As soon as the Jewish Chaplain enters a 
camp, he becomes the rallying point of all the Jew- 
ish people. They surround him and almost crush him 
in their eagerness to receive a word of consolation 
from a spokesman of free Jewry. They almost come to 
blows trying to catch one of the Mezuzahs, because to 
them it is the first symbol of Jewish life still ex- 
tant. Very soon order is created out of chaotic condi- 
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tions. The people organize themselves and elect their 
own council, following the Chaplain’s advice. Then 
the Chaplain will attempt to make himself a de 
facto Liaison Officer of the Jewish people. Before 
long, he has accomplished seeming miracles. The 
physical conditions will be improved. He may find 
it advisable to move the people into different quar- 
ters; he may find additional medical help; he may 
bring a dentist into the camp to perform the most 
desperately needed dental surgery. Additional food 
and clothing may be obtained and distributed among 
the Jewish group. Usually he finds Military Gov- 
ernment and the Army cooperating with him. Yet, 
he is not truly a Liaison Officer, and therefore, his 
work is subject to great limitations. He can only 
beg and .plead, never demand. He dare not over- 
look the fact that his authority may be challenged, 
his mandate questioned. His task is to minister 
to American soldiers. In his capacity as ambas- 
sador to the suffering of his people, he is self- 
appointed and without any official backing. As a 
matter of fact, strictly speaking, the Army could 
charge him with neglect of his assigned duties, and 
only an understanding and well-meaning attitude on 
the part of his Commanding Officer and Supervisory 
Chaplain enable him to continue his work with the 
DPs. Lest he abuse the privilege, and lest he neglect 
his own Army constituency, who depend on his 
spiritual service, he must carry a full load of Army 
activities in addition to caring for several DP camps. 
It goes without saying that under these circum- 
stances, the time he can spend with each group is 
insufficient to do even an improvised job. I may 
add that I have heard of officers of the Jewish 
Brigade doing similar work, and they are laboring 
under the same handicaps as we Chaplains do. 
* * * 


The lack of a Jewish government, felt so keenly 
in the matter of an authorized representative, more 
directly plagues the harrassed DPs in the question 
of their national or ethnic belonging. Confusion 
reigns unchecked. At first, all Jews were listed ac- 
cording to their countries of origin. That would not 
do any longer when repatriation commenced. The 
problem became even more acute when those DPs 
who did not want to remain in Russian-occupied 
territory were evacuated westward before the read- 
justment of occupational zones was accomplished. 
This evacuation was done in national groups, and 
under the supervision of Liaison Officers. The big 
question mark in everybody's mind was the Jewish 
DP. The uncertainty and the fear to be left behind, 
or to be repatriated to countries with which the 
Jewish DP had nothing in common, drove our peo- 
ple almost into hysterics. Many Military Govern- 
ment Officers began to list them as Palestinians for 
lack of any better designation, and because they 
insisted that their destination was Palestine. This 
would have been all right if the Palestinian group 
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would have received recognition; but no provisions 
or regulations covered “Palestinians” or “Jews,” and 
so something new had to be found. After a while, 
the old make-shift terminology of “Stateless” was 
used. The “Stateless” group came nearest to recog- 
nition, as they were mentioned in a vague way in 
some orders, while the “Jewish” or “Palestinian” 
group was conscientiously put out of existence by 
avoiding all mention of them. Thus a new “nation- 
ality” was created. The JDC worker at Buchenwald 
told me that officially she was not allowed to come 
to help Jews, but was admitted for the aid of the 
“Stateless.” I wondered if the Blue-White flag, waved 
by the children of Buchenwald, represented the 
national colors of the “Stateless.” 

Though they are unimportant in numbers, out- 
standing in its paradox and tragedy is the fate of 
the few surviving Jews from Germany. Unbeliev- 
able as it seems, they were classified as Germans 
and subjected to the general policies of non-fraterni- 
zation. If it were not so sad, it would be funny to think 
that theoretically I was liable to be court-martialed 
when I tried to help German Jews, who had spent 
four or five years in concentration camps. I know of 
five Jews who after having been starved for five years 
by the Nazis, were turned out of DP camps and had 
to get along on the meager rations of the other Ger- 
mans, who for five years had been well fed at the 
expense of all Europe. Later on there was an order 
declaring German Jews in DP camps, in some re- 
spects, on the same footing as other DPs, but in 
general the treatment of German Jews is still like 
that of Nazis. In a few cases, Military Governments 
have confiscated Nazi property to alleviate the ab- 
ject housing conditions of Jews returning from hid- 
ing or concentration camps. On the other hand, I 
read a letter from the Military Government of one 
of the larger cities in Germany to the reconstructed 
Jewish Community in reply to their petition for 
the restitution of some Jewish community property 
now in Nazi hands. The entire community lived 
in one house, with one or two families to a room. 
The answer of the Military Government stated that 
any change in the situation would have to await 
German court action. 

* * * 

The changes of designations and policies did not 
take place simultaneously in all camps, nor did all 
Military Government Officers interpret them in the 
same way. Old lists were mixed up with new lists, 
and terms were interchanged without relevance to 
their meaning. This, then, was a picture of the Jew- 
ish group ethnically viewed by an outsider: a mad 
scramble of Jews, Palestinians, Stateless, and all 
the other nationalities of Europe, even Germans, 
without having any allegiance or place to go. 

Often, I was reminded of the old controversy 
concerning the world’s reaction to Zionism. Would 
Zionism create anti-Semitism, or would: it tend to 


























AuGusT, 1945 


alleviate anti-Jewish prejudice? The confused situa- 
tion in the camps could serve as a research labora- 
tory in group relations. The difficulty inherent in 
the unscrambling of the maze of “special Jewish 
problems” created considerable resentment among 
many government officers. I could observe how the 
inability to cope with the problem of Jewish DPs 
as successfully and efficiently as with that of other 
people grew into incipient prejudice. Can anyoue 
blame an American-trained officer for not being 
an expert on the Jewish problem? Can he be blamed 
for getting exasperated at being bothered continu- 
ally by one group which just doesn’t seem to fit into 
the picture? Most of the Jewish DPs did not want 
to return to their residences. They were not anxious 
to stay in the same barracks with the other people 
of the country of their origin. They were jittery 
and nervous, they were afraid of being forgotten on 
various occasions, and therefore, it seemed that it 
was only Jews who were “pestering him” with their 
many problems. It would be asking too much to 
expect him to realize in each case that the difficul- 
ties were not of Jewish, but of outside origin, often 
created by the very Military Government itself, or 
by the British Colonial Office, and often by the 
world situation at large. In many instances, the 


situation was relieved by throwing the whole bur-’ 


den into the lap of the Chaplain, and using him as 
a deputy. The Chaplain could interpret the wishes 
and worries of his unfortunate brethren to the Gov- 
ernment. He could suggest constructive solutions, 
which the people involved could not do for lack 
of information about the over-all picture. He lent 
dignity to the demands and complaints of the suf- 
fering, and could distinguish justified grievances from 
those which were not. Again and again it occurred to 
me: If the Jewish Chaplain can relieve a tense situa- 
tion to such an extent, how much more could an 
officially recognized representative of a Jewish State 
do, speaking for the actual and prospective citizens 
of Palestine. 
* * * 

More important than the consideration of what 
Zionism could have accomplished, if it would have 
been fully implemented, is an observation of what 
Zionism actually did for Jewish victims of Nazi 
cruelties. I referred to these people as human wreck- 
age, and it is important to recognize that this term 


is truly applicable to them. Zionism plays the won- 


derful role of converting unsalvageable wreckage 
into such as can be reconstructed. Or, to speak in 
more human terms, it is only through Zionism, its 
past and its present influence, that the great major- 
ity of these people can and will be readjusted and 
rehabilitated. 

To judge from the stories they tell, to many of 
them all hope remaining and Zionism were identical 
things. If asked what their plans for the future were, 
their replies would run approximately like this: 
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99.5% of the Jews originating from Poland have 
the definite and unchangeable desire to go to Pal- 
estine. About one-half of the Jews of Hungary, 
Rumania, and Slovakia want to return home, while 
the other half want to go to Palestine. About two- 
thirds of the Jews coming from Western countries 
want to return, and only one-third plan to go to 
Palestine directly. These figures seem to contradict 
the assertion that Palestine plays such an important 
part. The picture changes, though, when one goes 
a little deeper into the mental make-up of our Jew- 
ish DPs. In the first place many of those who want 
to return do so only for the purpose of searching 
for their relatives, and in some cases, in an attempt 
to retrieve some of their property. They do not in- 
tend to stay in Europe, but contemplate emigration 
at a later date. Secondly, the would-be returnees in- 
dicate only a slight and halting preference, and do 
not show the resolution of those who plan Aliyah. 
Those who want to return to the-¢ountries of their 
origin show an alarming amount of apathy and lack 
of faith. They do not trust anybody, often not even 
themselves. It is a hard thing to admit, but none the 
less the truth, that moral standards among many 
DPs have become lax. The reasons for this are varied 
and evident. Without being prejudiced, I can state 
that this laxity of morals can hardly be observed 
among those who have the vision of the building of 
a new life in Palestine. The others are at the stage 
of desperation where they just don’t care any more, 
convinced as they are that little improvement in their 
situation awaits them at their return. The important 
factor is that some counseling and guidance will 
arouse an interest in Palestine. I have not used force- 
ful persuasion to bring the lesson of Zionism home to 
them. I felt that such action would be irresponsible 
in some respects. The American Jewish Chaplain’e 
position, as against theirs, is so strong that one is 
reluctant to take advantage of it, and nobody can 
look into the future with certainty. Perhaps there 
might be some benefit in returning home in the 
case of a few individuals. On the other hand, their 
state of confusion and aimlessness is so overwhelming 
that one cannot but feel the necessity of giving them 
some goal to cling to; some beacon light that might 
lead them out of the possible, and even probable, 
disillusionment at conditions existing in the coun- 
tries of their origin. A short talk about the accom- 
plishments and potentialities of Palestine lifted their 
morale considerably. 


While general demoralization is discernible among 
those who want to try their luck in the countries 
of Europe, the very opposite is true in the Zionist 
group. In spite of the fact that the initiative for 
organization of the camps rested largely on the 
shoulders of the Chaplain, some true leadership was 
found among the DPs. At times it became apparent 
after initial encouragement from the outside. In a 
few instances, leadership councils had functioned 
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throughout the period of imprisonment, and con- 
tinued through the early stages of liberation. These 
leaders were almost exclusively Zionists, in most 
cases, previous leaders of movements like Poale 
Zion, Noar Haoved, Mizrachi, and Bachad. The re- 
ports of all ex-prisoners agree that such minor or- 
ganized attempts at resistance as occurred, even inside 
the concentration camps, were planned and executed 
under the supervision of Zionist leadership. They or- 
ganized illegal religious celebrations on Rosh Hasha- 
nah, Yom Kippur, and Passover. The reports of all 
this activity are touching and heartening. Practically 
all the Jews in every camp abstained from eating 
bread during the entire Passover week, and abstained 
from all food on Yom Kippur. They kept track of the 





JEWISH FRONTIER 


Jewish religious calendar without the aid of a Luakh, 
and all this under Zionist auspices. 


The stock phrase I hear hundreds of times every 
day from the lips of our “liberated” Jews is: “When 
will we be allowed to go to Palestine?” I am sick 
and tired of having to answer: “You will have to be 
patient; you will have to wait for a few more weeks 
or months.” It does not matter, though, if I am 
wearied of trying to reconcile them to an uncertain 
future. What does matter is the fact that these peo- 
ple’s patience and moral resistance cannot be 
stretched much farther. The inmates of the DP camps 
are nothing but passengers on a tremendous “Patria” 
or “Struma.” Will free Jewry learn its lesson? 


Jewish Overseas Relief Organizations 


,: 


Report of a Survey 


by Jack Diamond 


aes GENERAL PICTURE of Jewish overseas 
relief activity must be confusing to the layman 
who has given any thought to the matter. A num- 
ber of organizations appeal to him for funds or sup- 
plies. He hears that there are “difficulties” in aiding 
the Jews of Eastern Europe and Soviet Russia. The 
question is raised as to what is the place of UNRRA 
in the relief setup as it affects Jews. In order to 
clarify these points, the author interviewed represen- 
tatives of the various Jewish relief agencies and 
herewith summarizes their information. Even an in- 
vestigation such as the present does not entirely 
dispel the haze and the confusion, but an attempt 
will be made to answer these questions. 


Before we consider the organizations individually, 
certain background information and generalizations 
should be of help. A number of agencies considered 
did not originate as relief organizations. They 
started out as political organizations to advance and 
promote the rights of Jews both here and abroad. 
The war precipitated their entrance into the relief 
field either because they felt they had special inter- 
ests which would not be taken care of otherwise, 
or becauses they were dissatisfied with existing agen- 
cies, or both. The problem of unity among the relief 
organizations is a complicated and formidable one 
which will be dealt with, but let it suffice to point 
out here that the political, social and religious divi- 
sions among Jews have resulted in a multiplication 
of their overseas relief institutions. 

Relief for the Jews of Eastern Europe and Soviet 
Russia has its peculiar problems. Access to the Soviet 
Union was difficult before the war and the war has 


not eased the situation. On the contrary foreign 
agencies of all kinds, governmental, military, wel- 
fare and journalistic have found it well-nigh im- 
possible to get permission to enter and work in the 
Soviet Union. So far no Jewish relief organization 
has been permitted to send representatives there. 
Moreover, the government of the Soviet Union 
argues that since it treats all nationalities alike, all 
relief supplies should be distributed on a non-sec- 
tarian basis. This is done by Russian War Relief, 
the agency which dispenses all relief supplies in the 
Russian area, except that shipments to particular 
individuals can be sent at considerable expense via 
Teheran or via Palestine. 


The situation in the Soviet-occupied countries of 
Eastern Europe is in a state of flux. No outside repre- 
sentatives have been allowed in Poland; but several 
of the.relief organizations send supplies to Dr. Emil 
Sommerstein, head of the Jewish Relief Committee 
formerly centered in Lublin and now in Warsaw, 
who acknowledges their receipt and distributes them 
to the Jewish population. William Filderman, head 
of the Council of Jewish Organizations in Rumania, 
performed a similar task for that country. If it is 
true, as repeatedly rumored, that he has been ar- 
rested, the work will probably be carried on by the 
organization he has headed. Representatives have 
been sent into Yugoslavia, but we know little at 
present of the situation in Hungary, Czechoslavakia, 
Bulgaria. There will probably be changes as military 
rule relaxes. 


Where does the United Nations Relief and Re- 
habilitation Administration fit into the picture of 
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relief for the Jews of Europe? Principles guiding 
UNRRA practice as they affect Jews are: 

1. Its scope is limited to emergency relief and 
Short-term rather than long-range economic recon- 
struction. 

2. Besides food, fuel, clothing, shelter and medi- 
cal supplies, UNRRA will furnish seeeds and agri- 
cultural and industrial machinery so that liberated 
countries can help themselves as quickly as pos- 
sible. 

3. Relief will be extended to displaced persons 
or nationals in former enemy countries who were 
persecuted because of race, religion or anti-Nazi 
activities. Thus the Jews of former enemy countries 
can be aided. 

4. There is to be no discrimination in the dis- 
tribution of relief; supplies will not be used as a 
political weapon. 

5. UNRRA acts at the request and in agreement 
with governments. In order to extend aid to the 
people of a country, UNRRA must first come to 
an agreement with their government and then ad- 
here to the conditions of that accord. 

At this writing, UNRRA is operating in Italy, 
Greece, Yugoslavia, North Africa and Germany but 
not in Poland, France, Belgium, Holland and many 
Balkan countries where there are large numbers of 
Jews, although some supplies may have been sent 
to these latter lands. 

To the extent that UNRRA supplies basic neces- 
sities to Jews, the Jewish relief organizations can 
shift to other necessary activities or supplement the 
emergency relief in various ways such as: 

1. To concentrate upon long-range projects— 
vocational restraining; communal, educational and 
religious rebuilding. 

2. To assist in the migration and transportation 
of Jews. 

3. To aid those Jews that UNRRA may not aid. 

4. To give additional assistance to Jews, who 
suffered more than the general population. 

5. To see to it that Jews get their fair and just 
share of the assistance distributed. 

Needless to say, all the Jewish relief agencies be- 
lieve in cooperating with UNRRA and some have 
already put this principle into practice by lending 
their personnel to the intergovernmental body and 
in advisory and informational capacities. 

* * * 

In order to get an idea of the relative size of 
the organizations discusssed, the table below is pre- 
sented. Certain points regarding this table should be 
borne in mind. First, the term “relief” as used here 
refers not only to the emergency aid necessary to 
sustain life, but also to such expenditures as machin- 
ery, raw materials, education and vocational train- 
ing, transportation, religious scrolls, books, etc. Sec- 
ondly, not all overseas spendings are represented in 
this table. Such organizations as Icor and Ambijan 
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are not included, nor are the sums sent over by 
landsmanschaften and individuals. These amounts, 
small individually, may amount to a large sum in the 
aggregate. Thirdly, some of the agencies dealt with 
in the article, are not included in the list. The Amer- 
ican Federation for Polish Jews began its campaign 
late in 1944 and therefore is not listed. OSE re- 
ceives much of its funds from the Joint Distribution 
Committee, and thus its income would be a duplica- 
tion of some of JDC’s expenditures. Fourthly, the 
figures are not strictly comparable, as the footnotes 
show. Administrative expenses have been deducted 
insofar as possible from the amounts for expendi- 
tures and for budgets. Lastly, note the optimism of 
most of these organizations as expressed in their 
1945 budgets in relation to 1944 expenditures. 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURES IN OVERSEAS AREAS 
OF JEWISH OVERSEAS RELIEF ORGANIZATIONS 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED IN 1944, AND BUDGETS 
OR ESTIMATES FOR 1945 
Organization Expenditures 


Income for Relief Budget for 
1944 1944 Relief 1945 

Joint Distribution 

Committee (1) ss $14,144,902 $16,667,613 $46,570,000 
Vand. Piatzala) cc cciscscsccan 1,135,453 1,087,891 2,186,000 
World Jewish Congress 

American J.C. (2)..... 1,183;177 828,994 8,000,000 
Hebrew Sheltering & 

Immig. Aid Soc. (3) 1,250,726 819,171 1,345,000 
Jewish Labor 

Comer i(4)) dscns. 530,473 360,242 648,500 
8) 5 NAR (to) Napeatneer soe oieaee 418,306 327,847 2,365,000 
Jewish Council for Rus- 

sian War Relief (6).. 2,049,946 2,049,946 3,000,000 


(1) JDC keeps its books on an accrual basis. Thus, sums 
which are allocated but not necessarily spent are listed as 
expenditures in its books and reports. The above figures are 
on a cash basis. Amounts from non-US sources have been 
deducted as have also been administrative expenses. The 
press release of May 1, 1945 of the President’s War Relief 
Control Board has as received by JDC $13,636,511; as 
spent for relief and services $13,141,411; for administra- 
tion $495,100, or 3.6%. 

(2) Figures for the World Jewish Congress and the 
American Jewish Congress have been combined in their 
statements. Note that the income of WJC is also spent for 
its functions as a Congress and as a political body. The 
table lists only income from the US which includes the 
money value of colllections of clothing made by the WJC 
or its affiliates. The figure for the budget of 1945 is really 
a “Budget for Relief and Rehabilitation Activities in the 
Period of Transition,’ which may extend beyond 1945. It 
must be remembered that not all of this budget is to be 
raised in the US. 

(3) Income represents sums for all purposes including 
non-relief. Expenditures for overseas purposes include Latin 
America and the Far East as well as Europe. They also in- 
clude some administrative expenses in foreign countries. 
Figures presented to President's War Relief Control Board 
for 1944: received $1,232,848; spent for relief and services 
$1,022,402; for administration $182,532. 

(4) Receipts of Jewish Labor Committee are also used 
for non-relief objectives. The estimate for 1945 represents 
$248,500 allocated in the first five months of 1945 and 
$400,000 to be allocated for the remainder of the year. 

(5) Disbursements includes money spent for schools in 
Latin America and even the US. The budget for 1945 is 
the figure for the World Ort Union. The American ORT 
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Federation is expected to raise $1,550,000 towards this to- 
tal. There is some overlapping in the 1944 figures since 
other organizations in the table have contributed to ORT 
for special purposes — the Jewish Labor Committee, for 
example. 

(6) The 1944 amounts for this organization are the cash 
- value of supplies collected and handed over to Russian War 
Relief. The 1945 figure is also a cash value of supplies to 
be collected. 


Joint Distribution Committee 


By far the most important Jewish relief agency 
in terms of money spent, and the pivot around 
which revolve most of the problems connected with 
Jewish relief, is the American Jewish Joint Dis- 
tribution Committee, variously known as JDC or 
‘he Joint. The JDC has a thirty year history, having 
een formed at the beginning of World War I, in 
November, 1914, to meet emergency conditions 
hen. At its inception it represented a unifying body 
since it amalgamated the Central Relief Commit- 
tee of Orthodox Jews, The American Jewish Relief 
Committee of groups near or in the American Jew- 
ish Committee and the People’s Relief Committee 
of the laborites. Since then there have been per- 
sistent complaints from other bodies that JDC control 
was being exercised by a small, self-constituted 
group. 

The history of the Joint points up two important 
characteristics of the organization, which have per- 
sisted to the present. The first is that the JDC meets 
emergencies as they arise. In times of starvation, 
such as the present in Europe, the basic necessities 
of life are supplied to the Jewish population. In 
periods of depression, the JDC tries to take recon- 
structive and rehabilitative measures to secure the 
economic adjustment of Jews. For these ends, JDC 
has been active in vocational training, in credit co- 
operatives, and in emigration. But other than at- 
tempting to solve economic problems and promote 
some cultural and religious ends of Jews as they 
come up, JDC has no long-range program for world 
Jewry which it carries out in “good times” as well 
as bad. 

Joint’s second characteristic is that it considers 
legal and political conditions as outside its scope. 
It leaves political activity for Jewish rights to other 
groups. In fact, JDC emphasizes that it is non- 
partisan on Jewish political issues. “JDC represents 
all Jewish groups”—orthodox and reformed; lib- 
eral and conservative; labor, industrialist and backer; 
Democrat, Republican and Socialist; Zionist and 
non-Zionist. Here in America, JDC appeals to all 
Jews for financial help through the United Jewish 
Appeal as a non-partisan organization aiding all 
classes of Jews in need. 

As a corollary to its non-political character, JDC 
points out that it obeys all laws scrupulously. “A 
request or a proposition of the JDC (to the govern- 
ment) does not have to be investigated or checked 
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by the FBI or Scotland Yard, and perish during 
investigation. If it does not conflict with the poli- 
cies of the war effort, or the policies of our State 
Department, it is granted by our government and 
by Allied nations.” 

The income of the JDC comes from the United 
Jewish Appeal, except for relatively minor sums 
from foreign countries. By the 1945 agreement of 
the USA, the Joint can receive up to $800,000 di- 
rectly from landsmanschaften. In 1944, the organi- 
zation received a total of $14,487,306, that is on 
an accrual basis. It allocated, meaning voted to 
spend but not necessarily spent, $20,011,971. The 
largest amounts for 1944 were allocated as follows: 
$4,923,000 to Switzerland, the base for operations 
in a number of countries; $1,850,000 to France; 
$1,200,000 to Russia through Teheran; $800,000 to 
Palestine; $540,000 to Belgium; and over $460,000 
to Italy. 

During the war, aid to Jews continued even in 
Nazi-occupied countries. In Poland and France, for 
example, local existing committees borrowed on 
the credit of JDC. The amount of money owed by 
the Joint because of these borrowings is not ac- 
curately known, but it will be paid. 

JDC acts wherever possible through its own per- 
sonnel. In Western Europe, Joint has its representa- 
tives in all twenty-seven countries. Supreme head- 
quarters gave the organization permission to send 
ten relief teams into Germany. At this writing, three 
of the ten are already on the scene and seven more 
are soon to afrive. 

The situation in Eastern Europe and Soviet Russia 
is different. Work for Jews in a number of the 
Balkan countries has been carried on through Switz- 
erland where Mr. Saly Mayer, a Swiss citizen, re- 
ceives and distributes JDC funds. The Joint has 
applied for permission to send its representatives 
into the Russian zone but has not had any success 
in this direction up to the present. Relief to Polish 
Jews is administered by Dr. Sommerstein, chairman 
of the Jewish Relief Committee in Warsaw. Sup- 
plies have been sent to the Council of Jewish Or- 
ganizations in Rumania. 

Bulk packages of food were delivered to the Rus- 
sian Red Cross which distributed them on a non- 
sectarian basis, although in areas where the Jew- 
ish population is concentrated. In addition, JDC has 
sent parcels to about 100,000 persons in the Soviet 
Union who are refugees there. Tariff duties were 
paid on these packages. 

Besides spending for sustenance, JDC allocates 
money for cultural and religious needs and ends. 
Many Torah scrolls have been despoiled in Europe 
and JDC is supplying them to European Jewish 
communities. In 1944, $384,500 was donated for 
educational and cultural activities. 

The financial needs of JDC for 1945 were esti- 
mated by the Directors in December 1944 at $46,- 
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570,000, which is well over twice the allocations 
of 1944 and almost four times the allocations of 
1943. Up to VE Day, May 8, 1945, JDC has al- 
located for this year, though not necessarily spent, 
$11,680,690. Thus far the December, 1944 esti- 
mate seems excessive. Another factor must be taken 
into consideration. As UNRRA expands its activi- 
ties, the work of JDC will shift away from supplying 
subsistence to a more reconstructive direction. This 
does not necessarily mean that allocations will de- 
crease but it will probably ease the burden. 


Vaad Hatzala 


Second most important Jewish overseas relief 
agency in terms of money spent, though far behind 
the Joint, is the Vaad Hatzala (Rescue Committee). 
The Vaad was first formed by the Union of Ortho- 
dox Rabbis of the United States in 1939 at the 
outbreak of the war. Its original aim was to aid 
rabbis and yeshiva students in Eastern Europe. This 
soon became rescue work. From the rescue of rabbis 
and religious scholars, the Vaad broadened its ac- 
tivities to include the saving of others as well. Its 
rescue work has continued through 1944 and the 
beginning of 1945 but the emphasis of the Vaad has 
been changing toward general relief work, with, 
of course, considerable attention to the religious 
aspects of this work. 

In August 1944, the Vaad succeeded in moving 
322 persons from concentration camps in Germany 
to Switzerland; in December, 1935; in February, 
1945, 1210; and in March, 469. This religiously 
orthodox organization has not been orthodox in its 
methods of saving these people for representatives 
of the Vaad have secured the releases by negotia- 
tions in neutral countries with “German government 
circles.” Moreover, the Vaad claims to have had 
underground contacts in German-occupied countries 
and to have sent large sums of money to them, 
enabling them to save many lives. This agency 
prides itself at stopping at nothing “for everything 
is fair and legal when it is a question of life and 
death, and the rescue of even one life must, accord- 
ing to our precepts, transcend every law of the 
Torah.” Compare this statement with the attitude 
of the JDC. 

During 1944, the sum of $1,135,453 was raised 
by the Vaad through appeals, campaigns and wel- 
fare funds. Over half of this sum, $622,679, was 
remitted to Switzerland which has been one of the 
main administrative centers for European work 
among Jews. Shanghai was sent $150,100. The 
amount of $168,605 was spent on parcels to Soviet 
Russia from the US, Teheran or Palestine. Money 
was also sent to Palestine, USSR, Turkey, Sweden, 
but on a much lesser scale. These sums are sent 
to committees which are composed of prominent 
citizens who work on a voluntary basis. These com- 
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mittees supervise and administer the distribution of 
relief. 

Activity for Jews in Russia includes sending par- 
cels to 4,000 rabbis, scholars and religious leaders. 
The Vaad has special permission because of the re- 
ligious nature of the organization, to send parcels 
directly from the United States through Russian 
War Relief. Food is admitted into Russia free of 
duty and transportation charges. At the same time, 
the Vaad sends these kits to Russia by the much 
more expensive route through Teheran or Palestine. 
Cables, letters and postcards give evidence of the 
receipt of these parcels. 

The 1945 plans of the organization call for 
$2,256,000 which is about double the amount 
raised in 1944. Part of this sum has been spent 
on “mobile synagogues” which serve officially as 
a religious factor in entering camps but “in reality, 
carry food, medication and first aid specialists to 
seek out and administer relief to our wandering 
brethren in so-called liberated Europe.” For this and 
other relief work in Europe, $750,000 was allo- 
cated. Parcels to Soviet Russia remain a large part 
of planned expenditures, $336,000. A major part 
of the Vaad’s work will be the redemption of 
parentless children from non-Jewish homes to be 
brought up as Jews. $500,000 has been allocated 
for this project. Relieving Jews stranded in Shanghai 
and providing for their future transportation ac- 
counts for $350,000 of the budget for 1945. 

From December 1, 1944 to April 10, 1945, 
$597,668 was disbursed. How much of this total 
was spent in 1944 and is therefore part of 1944 
expenditures is not ascertainable. From VE Day to 
some time in June, 1945, $163,100 and 126,000 
Swiss francs were disbursed. Expenditures in 1945 
are therefore considerably below the rate called 
for in the budget. 


World Jewish Congress 


The World Jewish Congress and the American 
Jewish Congress are next in importance as a Jewish 
overseas relief agency. Since their statement com- 
bines the two organizations, we shall treat them 
as one. Their relations have been very close. The 
American Jewish Congress was the first to be es- 
tablished, this occurring in 1917, with the pur- 
pose of protecting and enlarging the rights of Jews 
throughout the world especially as they may be 
affected by peace treaties. The Congress has con- 
tinued since, as a political organization. In 1936, 
with its aid, the World Jewish Congress, was or- 
ganized in Geneva as an international body, with 
the same political aim of protecting the rights of 
Jews. The World War II has activated the World 
Congress into planning for post-war reconstruction, 
into preparing to present the Jewish case before 
the peace-making powers and into relief work for 
Jews. 
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Total income for the World Congress for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 1944, for all ac- 
tivities was $1,504,127. In the United States, $843,- 
160 was obtained from welfare funds, contributions, 
memberships, publications, etc. and $340,017 was 
the money value of collections of food and clothing 
for war torn areas. Thus, $1,183,177 was collected 
in the US and $320,949 in other countries. Of this 
income, $210,183 was spent on rescue activities 
and $546,934 on relief, rehabilitation and recon- 
struction. 

The overseas activities of the World Jewish Con- 
gress are: 

1. Relief supplies—food, clothing, medical sup- 
plies, etc. 

2. Location service. 

3. Immigration and relief services. 

4, Contacts with governmental and inkergov- 
ernmental agencies for general and specific 
purposes. 

5. Cultural rehabilitation — mimeographed _ sur- 
veys of general and Jewish culture to be sent 
to Europe. This project was started only re- 
cently. 

6. Registration of Jewish public property for 
purposes of future restitution. 

7. The Division of Child Work, still in a for- 
mative stage, aims at (a) education and main- 
tenance of children, especially those in Chris- 
tian homes and institutions; (b) emigration 
to other countries especially Palestine; (c) en- 
couragement of a foster parents plan in the 
US. 

The World Jewish Congress operates and sends 
relief supplies through the channel of its commit- 
tees, and offices abroad wherever possible. There 
are offices or soon will be in all the leading capitals 
of Western Europe. The Congress is negotiating for 
permission to send representatives into Germany. 
Meanwhile, it is sending parcels to camps there 
which are distributed by the American Red Cross 
on a non-partisan basis although the majority of 
the recipients are Jews. 

Parcels are sent to individuals in the USSR 
through Teheran. Bulk supplies have been sent there 
through Russian War Relief. An agreement was 
reached with the Soviet government by which these 
materials will be distributed to Jews rather than on 
a non-sectarian basis. The Congress is trying to 
secure permission to send representatives into the 
Russian occupied zone. It is also negotiating to send 
shipments of clothing to the Jewish population of 
Rumania and Bulgaria via Palestine. Clothing has 
been sent to Poland through Russian War Relief. 
Dr. Sommerstein was informed about these ship- 
ments and asked to supervise the distribution among 
the Jews in Poland. Shipments have also been made 
via Australia and Vladivostock. No supplies have 
as yet been sent to Hungary. 
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Relief supplies or services expended were in the 
following order of monetary importance: 1. cloth- 
ing; 2. food; 3. raw materials for the handicrafts; 
4, medical supplies. 

The War Emergency Conference of the WJC 
in Atlantic City of November 1944, voted a $10,- 
000,000 budget of which $1,500,000 will be for 
political activities; $500,000 for administration and 
the remaining $8,000,000 for relief in the broad 
sense. To what extent this has been carried out in 
the first half of 1945, this writer has no knowledge. 


HIAS 


Although not an overseas relief agency in a 
Strict sense, many of the activities of the Hebrew 
Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) are 
of that nature. Its aim was originally and has re- 
mained, to aid the migrant. Established in 1884, 
HIAS has since become a world-wide organization so 
that its services are now on a global scale. When laws 
restricting immigration were passed by the United 
States Congress, HIAS was led to set up offices in 
other “countries of immigration,” notably Latin 
America and to give more emphasis to overseas 
activities. 

Work of HIAS as it encompasses relief in our 
broad sense includes: 

1. Forwarding financial assistance and packages 
to Jews in Europe. 

2. Location of relatives. 

3. Helping to procure necessary travel papers 
and documents and arranging transportation. 

4. Finding migration opportunities through re- 
search and through representations to governments. 

Jewish refugees in Switzerland were sent finan- 
cial aid by relatives here through HIAS facilities. 
This money enabled many internees to leave recep- 
tion camps. HIAS is trying to see to it that those 
released will be able to migrate soon. Food parcels 
are being sent to the French and Belgian offices 
which are reopening there. 

Another activity of HIAS in 1944, as it bears 
on our field, was the reopening of an office in 
Rumania after the signing of the armistice with 
that country. Thus HIAS has its own representative 
in an East European country. Arrangements were 
made for the sending of money for relief purposes 
to individuals in Rumania by people here. A spe- 
cial license from the US Treasury Department to 
send the money is necessary. HIAS is the only 
agency to have this license. 

No activity is carried on for Jews in the Soviet 
Union by this organization other than the trans- 
mission of parcels to individuals in that country 
via Teheran. 

The income of HIAS last year was $1,250,726. 
The largest proportions came from the contribu- 
tions of individuals, of federations and welfare 
funds and of other organizations, in that order. Of 
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these receipts, $819,171 was spent for overseas 
activities, including expenditures in South and Cen- 
tral America, the Far East, etc., as well as Europe. 
By far the largest percentage was spent in Europe. 

The proposed budget for 1945 calls for a total 


expenditure of $1,808,000 of which $720,000 will — 


be used for services in the Eastern Hemisphere, 
$125,000 for services in Latin America and $500,- 
ONO as an appropriation toward the transportation 
fund. Thus, $1,345,000 can be classified as relief 
expenses. 


Jewish Labor Committee 


Like many another organization rendering over- 
seas relief to Jews at present, the Jewish Labor Com- 
mittee originally had nother aims. Formed in 1933, 
the purpose of the Committee at that time was to 
aid Jewish labor institutions overseas, especially in 
the fight against Nazism, and to combat anti-Semitism 
both in the United States and abroad. During the 
German occupation of Europe, the JLC began to 
shift its overseas activity in the direction of rescue 
and relief work, and of aiding underground activi- 
ties against the Nazis. Money was sent through un- 
derground means to occupied countries for food, med- 
ical supplies and necessary equipment, such as presses. 

Members of the Committee embrace “a number 
of international and local trade unions, the Work- 
men’s Circle, the United Hebrew Trades and other 
labor organizations with an aggregate membership 
of one-half million.” From these members as well 
as from Welfare funds and direct campaigns, the 
JLC derives its income. In 1944, the income of the 
Committee for all its purposes was $569,634. Of 
this sum, $360,242 was spent for European work. 
Most of this money went to Poland, part to Ru- 
mania, to Switzerland (for many purposes) and to 
France. 

The money which was sent to Poland up to the 
Russian occupation of that country, went either 
to the Jewish Labor Committee there, or to the 
Coordination Committee which was made up of 
this Labor Committee and the Jewish National Com- 
mittee, a united Zionist group. Letters, receipts and 
reports have come to America from these organiza- 
tions. About half of the budget of these groups 
were covered by the American JLC. 

The JLC sent money to a special committee in 
Switzerland. From this neutral country, relief was 
sent to Nazi-occupied France and Belgium and to 
Hungary and Rumania. At present, the JLC works 
with the Workmen’s Circle and Left Poale Zion 
which exist in France and Belgium and the Joint 
Committee of these two groups and with OSE. 

About 1000 individuals in Soviet Russia are 
supported by the JLC. These persons are not aided 
by any other organization. They come from four 
groups: Jewish labor refugees, Left Poale Zion 
members, Hashomer Hatzair members, or Jewish 
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writers, artists and intellectuals. Receipts from them 
are received here. Packages are sent to Russia via 
Teheran or Palestine. 

As to budget for 1945, in the first five months, 
$248,500 was allocated. The allocation for the re- 
mainder of the year is estimated at $400,000. At this 
writing, $153,500 has been spent — $68,000 in 
France, $34,000 in Switzerland and $26,000 in 
Soviet Russia, to give the larger sums. 

The cultural work of the JLC includes cooperating 
with educational committees in Paris and Switzerland. 
These groups aid Jewish schools, clubs, etc. The JLC 
is also sponsoring a campaign for $100,000 to buy 
and to reprint Jewish classics to send abroad. 


ORT 


ORT, Organization for Rehabilitation through 
Training, was first established in St. Petersburg, Rus- 
sia in 1880. Its main objective was and has remained 
to teach industrial and agricultural skills to Jews and 
so improve their economic situation. The organization 
was restricted to Russia for many years. In 1921, 
however, ORT became a world organization. 

The American ORT Federation had an income of 
$418,306 in 1944 and also had a cash balance of 
$15,899 at the beginning of the year, making a total 
of $434,205. This money came from welfare funds 
and from campaigns among congregations, fraternal 
organizations and landsmanshaften, labor and busi- 
ness groups and individuals. Since some of the organ- 
izations on our table contributed to ORT, there is 
some overlapping. From this income, $327,847 was 
spent for activities not only in Europe, but also in 
South America, the United States and other areas. 

ORT now has its central office in Geneva but ex- 
pects soon to move it to Paris. It is appropriate to 
have its main office in Switzerland since a network 
of schools was established there for Jews interned 
after escaping from occupied countries. There are 
schools operating in France also, as well as in Po- 
land, Rumania and Bulgaria. Those in Poland were ~ 
established only recently. Local instructors are used. 
Besides reopening schools in Poland, machinery has 
been sent there. It is received by Dr. Sommerstein 
who supervises its distribution and use. A committee 
of citizens of the country administers ORT activities 
in Rumania. Money but not machinery has been sent 
to that country. In Bulgaria too, local inhabitants ad- 
minister activities. 

ORT is making efforts to renew its work in the 
Soviet Union, which would be to organize coopera- 
tive factories and to teach agriculture, but permission 
has not yet been granted. Work in Germany in the 
near future is questionable because of the number of 
Jews who will remain there is unknown, and because 
many of the Jews still there are interned at this time. 

Besides vocational training and schools for indus- 
try and agriculture, ORT provides instructors, seeds 
and other materials, and loans. In some cases, food 
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and shelter are provided for students. The school 
buildings are usually owned by the organization. 

Officials of ORT reason that since not all the re- 
maining Jews in Europe can or will emigrate and 
since skilled labor is in demand, the organization 
must enlarge its activities to meet new calls upon 
it. Vocational training and machinery in substantial 
quantities are needed for the Jews of Europe. The 
1945 budget for expenditures in Europe alone calls 
for the greatly increased amount of $1,920,000. The 
largest amounts are to be disbursed in France, $450,- 
000; in Poland, $425,000; and in Rumania and 
Hungary, $300,000 each. Of the total budget of 
$2,450,000, US sources will contribute $1,550,000 
and other sources $900,000, it is hoped. 

UNRRA, headed by former Governor Lehman, 
who is a member of the advisory committee of ORT, 
may aid by giving war machinery and some raw mate- 
rials to the organization for local needs in Europe. 


OSE 

The OSE has as its mission the problem of re- 
habilitating the health of the Jews after the horrors 
and devastation of this war. This agency originated 
in what is now Leningrad, Russia in the year 1912 
and derives its name from the initials of Russian 
words which mean “Society for Safeguarding the 
Health of the Jews.” World War I spurred it into 
activity. After that war, OSE became a world-wide 
organization wtih branches in many lands. World 
War II has accelerated its activities. During the occu- 
pation, emphasis was placed on clinics, home visits 
to patients, inoculations, distribution of medical sup- 
plies, and shelters for refugee children. Post-war tasks 
will be a campaign against infectious diseases, the 
prevention of social diseases, aid to neuro-psychiatric 
and mental patients, medical care and treatment of 
children, and general medical help. Practical prob- 
lems now faced by OSE are the restitution of its 
medical institutions, getting trained personnel, the 
establishment of children’s homes, the care of or- 
phans, and medical problems associated with mass 
migration. 

Since OSE is a world organization, the funds col- 
lected in America cover only a part of its total expen- 
ditures. In the US, OSE receives grants from the JDC, 
from the Jewish Labor Committee, from women’s 
groups and from special contributors. In 1944, be- 
tween $300,000 and $400,000 was raised here. There 
is no way to estimate expenditures in 1945 because 
appropriations are made by organizations on an irre- 
gular basis for certain projects. 

Most of the work of OSE is now concerned with 
the rescue and relief of children. 9,000 children in 
France, 2,700 in Rumania and 1,500 in Switzerland 
are now being cared for. 30 to 40 percent of them 
are in OSE homes, where shelter, food, clothing, 
medical attention and education are given them. The 
remainder are placed among families and OSE con- 
tributes to their support. 
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No OSE activity is being carried on in the Soviet 
Union, but there are institutions active in Rumania, 
Hungary, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and recently in 
Poland. Representatives of OSE and medical teams 
are being sent into these countries. Medical supplies 
are sent in Poland to Dr. S. Hershenhorn, a physi- 
cian, a member of the Central Jewish Committee and 
a former member of the Executive Committee of the 
Polish OSE-TOZ. 

Medical teams provided and trained by OSE were 
allowed to enter Germany by permission of SHAEF 
granted to the JDC. The teams were sent to the 
camps at Dachau, Salzwelde and Bergen-Belsen to 
render first-aid and relief work among the Jewish sur- 
vivors. The work of these teams will be coordinated 


‘with the UNRRA plans and activities for stateless 


and displaced persons. 

At present no help is being received from UNRRA. 
The latter is not active in many of the countries 
where OSE operates. In the future, UNRRA may 
turnish supplies. 

Federation of Polish Jews 

The American Federation of Polish Jews is one 
of the largest unifying bodies of individual lands- 
manschaften. Founded in 1908, the aims of the Fed- 
eration have been largely to guard and promote the 
interests of the Jews in Poland and help them mo- 
rally and fiancially. The blood ties of Federation 
members with Polish Jews are very close and when 
catastrophe struck, the stimulus to relief work was 
strong enough to produce action. 

The Federation has raised about $250,000 from 
the time it started its campaign late in 1944 to the 
end of June 1945. Approximately $225,000 worth 
of materials have been shipped or are in the process 
of being shipped in the following amounts and pro- 





portions: 
Food $180,000.00 80% 
IIE icieciecarivicscrennge 30,000.00 13% 
Medical Supplies ......... 15,000.00 7% 


The money has been raised by the member so- 
cieties. The relief activities of the Federation, as its 
name implies, is restricted to Polish Jews. Here again, 
as with other organizations, the goods are shipped to 
Dr. Sommerstein to be distributed among Jews. 

Plans for the future by the Federation include the 
continuation of this relief work. It is hoped to send 
machinery through the ORT organization to France 
and to Poland directly. The purpose is to help put 
the Jews of Poland on a self-sustaining basis. The 
program of the Federation also includes a campaign 
for books since there exists a hunger for books in that 
country, no less than a physical hunger. Not only 
secular books but religious ones and scrolls will be 
sent to this area. In February 1945, a plan to spend 
$500,000 for cultural work was voted. 

Russian War Relief 

The Jewish Council for Russian War Relief is one 

of a large number of councils and committees organ- 











AuGusT, 1945 


ized to gather supplies rather than money for Russian 
War Relief. In 1944, the cash value of the supplies 
collected by the Jewish Council amounted to $2,- 
049,946. About half of this total came from lands- 
manschaften. At the Fourth Annual Conference of 
the Jewish Council held on April 29, 1945, the dele- 
gates representing more than 2,300 individual Jew- 
ish organizations pledged to ship to the Soviet Union 
in 1945 a minimum of three million dollars worth 
of clothing, foodstuffs, medicines and other emer- 
gency relief supplies. The end of the European war 
has not altered much the need for emergency relief 
though there may be some changes in the direction 
of rehabilitation. 

Russian War Relief restricts its activities to the 
Soviet Union. In the past as a service, RWR shipped 
supplies to Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Poland, etc., 
for other organizations, but now these countries are 
or will be able to receive goods directly. 

Since “the needs of Jews are no different from 
others in the Soviet Union,” they receive the same 
rations as others. All relief is distributed on a non- 
sectarian basis. However, an arrangement was made 
in February, 1944 because of the desires of lands- 
manschaften, whereby certain supplies are earmarked 
for about 80 cities where many Jews live. There is 
no other method to distribute relief to Jews in Soviet 
Russia, except parcels to individuals. 

* * * 


_ A united overseas organization has certain clear 
advantages over separate agencies doing similar work. 
First is a great saving in money spent for administra- 
tive purposes. Second, is the saving in campaign ex- 
penses. The third advantage is that one strong appeal 
is made to the community instead of the many con- 
flicting ones often made, with the stirring of distrust 
and ill-will against “rival” organizations. 

Not all the agencies under consideration work 
along the same lines. ORT for many years has spe- 
cialized in vocational training; OSE has concentrated 
upon health work for decades, and HIAS has aided 
immigrants for over a generation — to give some 
examples of activities in the past which have been 
specialized and have not been duplicated by others 
up to recently. 

There has been a great deal of cooperation among 
the organizations discussed. JDC and others have 
given OSE sums of money for work among children 
in Europe. Russian War Relief has aided the Federa- 
tion for Polish Jews and the World Jewish Congress 
among others, in the transportation and distribution 
of supplies in Eastern Europe and has in turn been 
aided by these agencies. The Jewish Labor Commit- 
tee has contributed to ORT for machinery to Jews in 
Eastern Europe. HIAS and JDC together have raised 
a Transportation Fund. A number of the above or- 
ganizations have endorsed the United Jewish Appeal 
which is the source of funds of JDC. The list can 
be extended almost indefinitely. 
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Nevertheless despite this cooperation and non-dup- 
lication of some of the agencies, there remains a large 
area of overlapping work. By their very existence, 
these orgaizations indicate their lack of belief in unity 
in overseas reief. When asked why it doesn’t unite 
with the others in the field, each organization has its 
special rationale for its own continued existence. Be- 
sides the oft-used answer, “Let the other organizations 
unite with us. We don’t object,” their reason in clas- 
sified form are as follows: 

1. Each organization has its own special tasks 
which would not be advanced to the same extent or 
to any extent by one organization. The Jewish Labor 
Committee takes a greater interest and puts more ef- 
fort into the rescue and aid of labor people than a 
united organization would. It can secure the assistance 
of non-sectarian labor organizations, the AFL for ex- 
ample, for particular purposes which a united agency 
could not. Similarly, the Vaad has a special regard 
for religious aims which would not be forwarded as 
much without the Vaad’s existence. 

2. In the long run more money is raised by sepa- 
rate organizations then would be raised by a unified 
agency. Each group “covers” a class or section of the 
population with much more thoroughness and with 
a more direct appeal than can or would be done by 
a single institution. 

3. One large organization would become bureau- 
cratic and involved in all sorts of “red tape.” With 
the best of intentions, The Organization would wield 
an enormous power which may lead either to abuse 
of that power or to a system of checks which would 
deter swift and efficient administration of relief. The 
Organization would fear to come into conflict with 
any law or important official even though lives may 
be saved in that way. Democracy thrives best among 
a variety of voluntary agencies. 

4. Some of the present relief organizations were 
established because of dissatisfaction with the work 
done by the then existing agencies. The Joint has 
prided itself on its non-partisanship in Jewish life as 
as in fact The Organization would have to be if it is 
to gather within it differing points of view. Yet a 
Zionist, for example, remains interested in advancing 
national interests in relief work. If children are to be 
brought up and educated, he argues, let them be edu- . 
cated along Zionist lines. Secondly, the needs and de- 
sires of the receivers of relief have not been taken 
into account, according to these critics. This creates 
demoralization and deadens initiative. The receivers 
must have a say in the distribution. Lastly, these 
critics assert that a constructive long-range concept of 
the future of the Jewish people has been lacking and 
is needed. 

In view of the above considerations and perhaps 
others, it is doubtful whether the Jewish relief or- 
ganizations will become unified in the foreseeable 
future. 
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The Right to Leave 


Ae 


I. 


FO OVER a year now, we have been hearing 
vague reports of difficulties placed in the way of 
Jews who wish to emigrate from Southeastern Eu- 
rope. It was only with great difficulty that representa- 
tives of the Jewish Agency for Palestine gained access 
to some of these countries. Once arrived there, they 
were able to register unmistakable evidence of the 
widespread desire of the Jewish population to settle 
in Palestine. However, it proved difficult to obtain 
permission for individuals to leave. 

While war was being waged, the Rumanian gov- 
ernment, for example, would not consent to the de- 
parture of young Jews of military age, whom it pro- 
posed to conscript for its campaign as an Allied co- 
belligerent against Hungary. It is true that repeated 
attempts to carry out the conscription broke down. It 
proved impossible to send young Jews to the front 
under officers who, only a short time before, when 
Rumania was still an Axis satellite, had tortured Jews 
in the forced labor battalions and deportee camps, or 
massacred them on the streets of Jassy. The young 
Jews themselves pleaded for permission to join the 
Jewish Brigade in the British Army or to fight with 
the Soviets. But, while the various attempts to inte- 
grate young Jews in the Rumanian army had little 
success, the other alternatives were denied; and in 
any case, the young people were forbidden to leave 
for Palestine. 

When V-E day had come and gone, it became in- 
creasingly evident that what had been noted during 
the war continued to be true after it: among a group 
of influential government officials in Southeastern 
Europe, an inclination to frown on Jewish emigration 
was crystallizing. During the past month this attitude 
has been illustrated by striking statements from au- 
thoritative spokesmen for the present governments of 
Bulgaria and Rumania. 

The Premier of Bulgaria, Kimon Gheorghieff, 
dealt with this matter incidentally, in the course of a 
general statement on the Jews in his country, made in 
response to a request by Vitale Khaimoff, President 
of the Bulgarian Zionist Organization. “We are not 
opposed in principle,” said the Premier, “to the efforts 
of the Jewish people to secure their own National 
Home. This aspiration has been approved internation- 
ally on many occasions, as for example at the recent 
World Trade Union Conference in London.” How- 
ever, he added, the attitude of the Bulgarian govern- 
ment to the emigration of Bulgarian Jews to Pales- 
tine would have to be defined in accordance with the 
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“general policy of the country.” He called attention 
to the new government’s “program, which not only 
prescribes full religious freedom and tolerance, but in 
fact practices equal treatment of all citizens.” He con- 
cluded, therefore, that it was not desirable for “young 
and healthy” Jews to leave Bulgaria for Palestine. 

In the same week as Premier Gheorghieff’s pro- 
nouncement, a statement of similar import was made 
public by the Rumanian Propaganda Minister, Pro- 
fessor Constantinescu. After strongly condemning the 
persecution by “former dictatorial regimes” which 
had shattered the Jewish community and caused hun- 
dreds of thousands of deaths, the Minister avouched 
that “for old democrats, the Jewish problem has never 
existed.” They know only of “a so-called anti-Semitic 
problem and a Zionist problem; for they have never 
regarded the Jews as separate from the population at 
large.” In consequence, declared Professor Constan- 
tinescu, “there is no longer any reason for the exist- 
ence of a Jewish Party or similar political groups in 
Rumania, for Jews can now join any party they 
choose.” With such a view prevalent in government 
circles, it is easy to understand why there have been 
disquieting reports from Rumania that leaders of the 
Jewish community, who had boldly protested (fre- 
quently to the Soviet Control officials) inadequate 
measures for restoring Jewish property and demanded 
that their rights as defined in the minorities treaties 
be respected, were being subjected to various forms 
of official pressure and intimidation. We are assured 
in a recent Bucharest dispatch that the Zionist or- 
ganization remains legal, but certainly it cannot boast 
any noteworthy official friendship. This has con- 
tributed to increase the difficulties facing those who 
wish to leave for Palestine. 

The Soviet Union has emerged from the war with 
new territories—the Baltic Republics, Polish White 
Russia and Eastern Galicia, Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia, 
and Bessarabia and Bukovina—in which a consider- 
able number of Jews lived. Today there are only a 
small number surviving. Generally speaking (with 
an outstanding exception we shall refer to below) 
these survivors, like old Soviet citizens, are not per- 
mitted to leave the U.S.S.R. The Soviets are very 
active, indeed, in attempting to bring back to their 
old homes any Jews—as well as others—who escaped 
thence during the war to places of refuge outside the 
Soviet Union. The reasons are the same as in Bul- 
garia: they include the need for young and healthy 
manpower. 

The way of the young Jew who wishes to settle 
in Palestine and rebuild his own and his people’s life, 
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is brutally hard in our day. The White Paper, still 
in force, denies all but the tinest handful access. Cur- 
rent transportation stringencies add further obstacles. 
But in Eastern Europe, there is the additional prob- 
lem of the coolness among certain officials to any 
movement which might strengthen the Jewish mi- 
nority in its will to survive, and particularly to any 
project tending to remove from certain war-stricken 
countries “young and healthy” Jews. 


II 


There is an obvious significance in the fact that 
the difficulties for prospective Palestine immigrants 
are most marked in countries liberated by the Red 
Army and now living under preponderant Soviet 
influence. There has been certain evidence, it is true, 
that “in principle” the Soviet Union will not be an 
irreconcilable foe of Zionist aspirations in Palestine. 
The approval given to the “further development of 
the Jewish National Home’ by Soviet delegates to 
the World Trade Union Congress has resulted in 
some interesting shifts in attitude among Communists 
in many countries. Palestinian Jewish Communists 
have taken this “line” as authoritative, repented their 
former errors, and sought and obtained admission 
individually to the General Federation of Jewish 
Workers in Palestine (the Histadrut). British Com- 
munists, too, have adopted the WTUC formula. This 
became clear when British Communist functionaries, 
who had inadvertently filled a request for literature 
on Palestine with an old pamphlet, had to explain 
in a subsequent letter that the “line” of that particu- 
lar publication had been discovered to be “errone- 
ous,” since a new policy had been laid down at the 
World Trade Union Conference. Of much greater 
significance is the fact that the Soviet delegates to 
the San Francisco Conference voted for the substan- 
tive provisions in which Zionists were interested and 
against the substantive amendments proposed by the 
Arab delegates. Yet, in the Soviet Union, Zionism 
is still illegal. If the Bulgarian Premier approved of 
Zionism “in principle,” (referring in this connec- 
tion to the resolution of the World Trade Union Con- 
ference) but at the same time virtually ruled out 
Zionism as applying to Bulgarian Jews; and if the 
Rumanian Propaganda Minister hinted vaguely at 
the possible outlawing of Zionist groups and the 
Jewish Party; and if Czechoslovak officials vowed 
friendship to Zionism but also swore they will not 
permit it to exist among Jews who remain in their 
country, it is not hard to imagine that they had in 
mind, as a prototype, the policy now being practised 
by the Soviet Union. 

A tendency to discourage emigration in general 
has also been characteristic of the Soviet Union from 
a very early time. So burdensome have been the 
accompanying administrative requirements and pro- 
cedures, that emigration is posible only in the rarest 
of cases. The war, with its enormous drain on Soviet 
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manpower (the military and civilian dead are re- 
liably estimated at a minimum of twenty million! ), 
has increased the Soviet interest in building up a 
greater population. The Soviets are exerting every 
effort to bring back to Soviet territory all “displaced 
persons” originating from the old and newly-annexed 
areas. Unlike other displaced persons, Soviet citizens, 
under an agreement understood to have been arrived 
at by the Big Three, are given no voice in the matter 
of repatriation: they go back automatically. Certainly 
there is little cause to expect a lowering of the Soviet 
bars against emigrants in the future. If countries in 
the expanded Soviet sphere of influence show an 
interest, like that of the U.S.S.R., in building up 
their population, and if they frown on emigration, 
there is reason to see in this a reflection of the Soviet 
example and influence. This is especially true in 
view of the fact that countries beyond the Soviet 
sphere, even though they too have suffered great 
physical loss and lowered prestige and would like to 
recoup by a growth of population, do not seem to 
impose as rigid administrative restrictions on prospec- 
tive emigrants. 


It is true that a striking example of great official 
affection for young Jews (unfortunately, in this case 
it is impossible to speak of healthy ones) has been 
given not only in Bulgaria but in France, where con- 
siderable difficulty has been encountered in obtain- 
ing permission for Jewish orphans to join their 
relatives in Palestine. Here the problem has arisen 
chiefly in the case of minors, without parents or near 
relations, alive and in the country. The French gov- 
ernment, as the ultimate guardian of such children, 
would like to determine their future in accordance 
with its own ideas of what is best for all concerned.* 
Uppermost in the minds of many Frenchmen—as in 
the mind of the Bulgarian Premier who thought it 
desirable to retain “young and healthy” Jews—is 
an acute concern for French might, French prestige, 
and, as an essential precondition, a greater, younger, 
healthier French population. Yet, there is one sig- 
nificant difference between the French and Bulgarian 
attitudes. The French have chiefly impeded the de- 
parture of children, who are presumed not to be 
competent to determine their own futures; Bulgarian 
obstructionism has been exercised against the free 
choice of grown men and women. By denying the 
right of Jewish children to go to the Jewish National 
Home, the French evince a slighting attitude toward 
the dignity and rights of the Jewish people, which 


* Considerable attention has been devoted in the public press 
to the incident of 92 children who were removed from the care 
of the Jewish organization OSE in Paris. These children, not even 
French by birth or citizenship, were admitted into the country 
from their temporary refuge abroad to be placed in an institution 
maintained by OSE. A thousand children were to be admitted but 
only half that number actually did arrive. Of these, 92 were sud- 
denly claimed by the government to be placed in a home main- 
tained by a non-sectarian organization which would bring them up 
as Frenchmen, The public scandal which was caused thereby had 
its effect and the matter has now been settled; the children were 
to be brought up in homes maintained by OSE. 
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wishes to reclaim its orphans. The Bulgarians have 
denied one of the fundamental rights of man, of 
the free individual: the right to leave his country 
and the right to make his home among another peo- 
ple of his choice. In this, the Bulgarians are follow- 
ing in a path already trodden by the Soviets. 


Ill 


One of the milestones in the history of human 
freedom has been the abolition of slavery and serf- 
dom. When we think of emancipation from slavery 
in this country, it is usually in terms of the right 
not to work for a master, the right to contract freely 
with an employer. An equally essential phase of the 
emancipation was the right to leave one’s local 
habitation. The serf, the peasant who was bound to 
the soil (adscriptus glebae), won his freedom when 
he gained the right to move. The bondage of forced 
residence remains galling to a sensitive spirit, even 
if mitigated by a certain mobility from farm to farm, 
from town to town, from job to job, but not from 
country to country. Ever since Moses, lovers of free- 
dom have understood that it is essential to human 
living to be able to leave a land, if one cannot find 
his gods there, and go to another country where they 
reside. In a recent proposal for an International Bill 
of Rights, an eminent authority, Dr. Hersch Lauter- 
pacht, includes among basic human rights to be 
internationally secured, the right to renounce one’s 
old allegiance and assume another, and the right to 
leave one’s old country.* Dr. Lauterpacht declares 


that any country which abridges its citizens’ right to 


leave, thereby reduces itself to the level of a prison. 

Be that as it may, the right to leave has been 
disregarded more and more in recent times. The 
right to move has long been subject to severe quali- 
fication, owing to immigration restrictions in various 
countries. In this, the United States, bulwark of 
liberty as she is, has been a leader. For economic 
reasons and in order to preserve our “national way 
of life,” we have imposed rigid quotas upon the 
various nationality groups among prospective immi- 
grants; and we have been emulated by other countries 
to which immigrants used to flock. There is, to be 
sure, a certain moral quality in the contention that 
this country is entitled to preserve its basic ethnic 
character and culture, and that immigrants who 
come here should be such as are attracted by these 
national features and are willing and able to become 
adjusted to them. The moral position of anti-immi- 
grant restrictionism is a shaky one, however, so long 
as such a great gap exists between our resources and 
our wealth per capita and that of the potential immi- 
grants, and so long as intolerable poverty abroad and 
our comparative wealth set up a compulsion upon 





* Hersch Lauterpacht, An International Bill of Human Rights. 
New York, Columbia University Press, 1945. Significantly, Dr. 
Lauterpacht does not include the right to immigrate, though the 
recognizes that the right to leave is illusory without it. 
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immigrants to come here, whether they are other- 
wise attracted by the American “way of life” or not. 
Our discriminatory national quotas, especially the re- 
maining Oriental exclusion provisions, and, of more 
recent years, our not particularly edifying record on 
the grant of asylum to refugees, have helped to make 
a prison of many a country for those who should and 
would leave it. For, without the right to enter, the 
right to leave is largely illusion. 

Furthermore, in our time the right to leave is 
itself being directly attacked. Countries like Greece, 
Germany, and Italy had begun before the war to 
impose conditions such as the payment of back taxes, 
or of special taxes, or the completion of a period of 
military service. Others like Soviet Russia made emi- 
gration virtually impossible under any conditions. 
Since the end of the war, the U.S.S.R. has gone even 
farther. It is reported that they obtained the “re- 
patriation” from Finland of a group of White Rus- 
sian emigrés who had left Russia after the first World 
War and had become Finnish citizens by naturaliza- 
tion. Not demographic but political calculations are 
obviously involved in this case. Political considera- 
tions, too, are behind the repeated complaints of 
the Soviet Union that its citizens are being retained 
in American or British camps, and not sent home. 
The suspicion which motivates these charges extends 
even to the harboring of non-Soviet citizens by the 
Western Allies. The Soviet Union undoubtedly views 
with greatest distrust the Polish soldiers who refuse 
to return to the jurisdiction of the pro-Soviet Provi- 
sional Government— a distrust which is consider- 
ably heightened by the suggestion that these soldiers 
be maintained in arms by Great Britain. 

If calculations of economic advantage and vested 
ethnic interests have brought about a radical abridge- 
ment by countries of immigration of the right to 
move, it is political calculation which is chiefly re- 
sponsible for the abridgement of the right to leave. 
The urge for large populations and the fear of the 
political emigré are both rooted in the unsettled 
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political conditions of our time. International eco- 
nomic justice would secure the legitimate interests 
which are now protected by discriminatory immigra- 
tion laws. International political pacification and a 
democratic domestic regime might make abridge- 
ment of the right to Jeave unnecessary for any 
country. In both cases, of course, powerful stimu- 
lants of migratory movements would be neutralized. 
But neither case seems to be a safe bet for the im- 
mediate future. 

The question arises, therefore, what can be done 
under present conditions to secure the right to leave 
for the Jews of the Soviet zone in Europe. 


IV 


Soviet policy on population movements has been 
far from uniformly insistent on peoples’ remaining 
where they are. On the contrary, Soviet influence on 
post-war planning has been powerfully exercised in 
favor of sweeping measures of population transfer. 
Where political calculation demands that migrations 
be organized, the Soviets have proved as ruthlessly 
determined as in repatriating their own nationals. 
The practice of clearing entire ethnic groups out of 
certain territories in order to consolidate desirable 
boundary revisions will surely be continued in the 
near future as part of Big Three policy, owing to a 
large degree to Soviet influence. 

The population transfer idea will certainly be ap- 
plied for the most part to cases of deep-seated ethnic 
conflict. As a measure of surgery to remedy these 
situations, its application wil be drastic and com- 
plete, in full accord with earlier precedents. But 
there is already evidence that the Soviets may ap- 
ply a mitigated version of population transfer in 
relation to friendly powers as well. I refer not to 
the plans for repatriating Polish refugees from Soviet 
Central Asia, for this does not involve much more 
than the ordinary procedure regarding displaced per- 
sons. Over and above this, the Soviet Union has con- 
cluded a treaty regarding citizenship and residence 
option with the Polish provisional government, ac- 
cording to which residents of Eastern Galicia (an- 
nexed by the U.S.S.R.) may choose as Polish citi- 
zens to transfer to Polish territory. The Soviet Union 
will probably not exercise any extraordinary pres- 
sure, in this case, either to leave or to stay. 

Some of the other areas from which Jews would 
like to obtain the right to leave are in the same 
formal position as Eastern Galicia. They have re- 
cently been annexed by the Soviet Union, and, 
notably in the case of Bessarabia and Bukovina, seem 
suitable localities, as areas of mixed ‘ethnic character, 
for negotiating a treaty of citizenship and residence 
option. However, the Soviet Union, at this writing, 
has given no indication that it intends to make this 
possible. Considering the different political position 
of the Rumanian government, especially Rumania’s 
ex-enemy status, we can hardly expect the treatment 
of the Polish Provisional Government to be applied. 
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In Eastern Galicia such Jews as remain will be 
able to ask for transfer by virtue of a treaty nego- 
tiated by Poland on behalf of all its citizens. Nor- 
mally, such option would mean choosing Polish 
citizenship and residence; and if Eastern Galician 
Jews are to benefit from this treaty by being released 
to go to Palestine, a supplementary understanding 
between Jews and the Polish government would be 
necessary, stipulating that Jews who opt to leave 
Eastern Galicia may transfer to Palestine. Such an 
agreement would, of course, have to be underwrit- 
ten by the Big Three. The same procedure would 
have to be gone through with the Rumanian govern- 
ment if we could obtain the right to leave on behalf 
of Jews from Bessarabia and Bukovina, who show 
the most extreme reluctance to go back to their homes 
in what is now Soviet territory. 

For permission to leave these portions of the 
Soviet Union, citizens of the expanded Soviet terri- 
tory would thus have to depend on general treaties 
and special understandings, in which the former 
governments of annexed territories would be in- 
volved. There is another problem which must be 
settled on a more informal basis. This is the ques- 
tion of the small scattering of Jews from Soviet- 
annexed territories who escaped Nazi terror during 
the war and have now secured temporary or per- 
manent refuge in areas outside the Soviet zone. This 
pitiful handful of brands plucked from the fire can 
hardly contribute much to the power and glory of 
the U.S.S.R. if they should be “repatriated” to their 
new homeland. If we do not bear in mind the gen- 
eral Soviet suspicion of their emigré compatriots, it 
is impossible to understand why such malignant mis- 
information has been allowed to be broadcast by 


‘Soviet news services and radio stations about two 


hundred orphan children who refuse to leave their 
new homes in Palestine.* Soviet determination to get 
all its “citizens” back home stems to a considerable 
extent from an apprehension, for which past experi- 
ence provides some grounds, that they may engage 
abroad in political activity hostile to the interests of 
the U.S.S.R. But this apprehension is ludicrous in 
relation to the few poor Jewish refugees who have 
escaped to Palestine or other havens. The hostile at- 
titude of Soviet officials toward them is merely a 
mechanical carry-over of a general suspicion of “So- 
viet emigres.” It should easily be changed, as soon 
as the U.S.S.R., in company with the others of the 


* The children are chiefly survivors of the Bessarabian and 
Bukovinan Jews who were deported across the Dniester by the 
Rumanians during the war. Since Bessarabia and Bukovina have 
been incorporated in the Soviet Union, the children are regarded 
as Soviet citizens and attempts were made to bring them back. 
Their firm refusal to leave Palestine was distorted in a fantastic 
dispatch transmitted to Pravda by sources in the Middle East, into 
a charge that force was being used to prevent Soviet citizens in 
Palestine from returning to Europe. The facts, of course, are that 
after years of horror these children are beginning to enter upon a 
new life and learning to trust their fellow-men in Palestine, and 
their persistence in holding on to the good that has begun to 
be revealed to them is the natural result. 
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Big Three, gives more concrete recognition to the 
rights and claims of the Jewish people in the post-war 
world. Once this is done, it should be possible to 
come to an understanding with the U.S.S.R. concern- 
ing this problem in its own terms, so that the refu- 
gees may contiriue to live in peace. 


V 


By far the greater part of surviving European 
Jewry lives in the Soviet sphere of influence. It is 
here as we have seen that there have been some of 
the most marked evidences of an ambiguous atti- 
tude to Zionism and coolness to the emigration of 
young and healthy Jews. In this region the ultimate 
decision of the U.S.S.R. is bound to have, if not a 
decisive effect, at least a noticeable influence; for 
Communist party members are everywhere promi- 
tdenently represented in the government. 

At the same time, the situation in these countries 
is so significantly different than in the U.S.S.R. that 
they are obviously separate problems. The Soviet 
Union has a record of twenty years before the war 
during which anti-Semitism was firmly put down. 
In Poland, Hungary, and Rumania anti-Semitism 
has been endemic for all that period. 

During the war, the Nazis were able to find sup- 
porters in their Jew-hatred and aides in their Jew- 
massacres throughout the whole area now under 
Soviet influence: both in Soviet countries proper, 
like the Ukraine or the Baltic Republics, and in Soviet- 
influenced countries, like Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia. There 
was this difference, however: in the latter coutries, 
except Poland, collaboration in anti-Semitism was 
practised not only by the illegitimate rabble but by 
constituted authorities, while in occupied Soviet re- 
gions and in Poland no apparatus of official collabora- 
tors was set up. 


This fact has a direct bearing upon the future of 
Jews in the countries in question, in connection with 
the punishment of those guilty of war-time atroci- 
ties against Jews. The number of these in the sphere 
of Soviet influence is so great that, like the canny 
sheriff in Walter Van Tilburg Clark’s Ox Bow Inci- 
dent, the Soviet War Crimes Commission made every 
effort to keep the matter obscure. Examples were 
made of a number of individuals, chiefly German 
but also an occasional Slav collaborator, who had 
been in charge of extermination camps. While a few 
were hanged publicly after demonstration trials, no 
effort was made to bring justice home to every offen- 
der. One can understand that the Soviet officials were 
not anxious to indict substantial portions of: the 
Ukrainian, Lithuanian, or Latvian populations of 
complicity in murder. How far the anxiety of Polish 
and Soviet officials to avoid raising the “Jewish issue” 
went, was strikingly illustrated by the Majdanek 
film, which notoriously suppressed every reference 
to the Jews who were killed there. We shall not be 
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mistaken if we see in this, over and above the desire 
to shield the local Gentile population from blame, 
a definite tendency to avoid stirring up still prevalent 
anti-Semitic tendencies in Poland. 


In other countries the appeasement of certain anti- 
Semitic elements went even to the point of accepting 
them as co-belligerents and allies. Only a few weeks 
before the Red Army marched into Slovakia, anti- 
Semitic bands turned their coats and converted them- 
selves into partisans—and were accepted. In Ru- 
mania, Hungary, and Bulgaria, the diplomacy which 
preceded liberation brought into the United Nations 
camp, as a leader in the government, many a per- 
son with an anti-Semitic record. If, in Poland and 
the formerly occupied Soviet territories, a returning 
Jew must pretend ignorance of the widespread com- 
plicity of Gentiles in the Jewish massacres, in Ru- 
mania, Hungary, and Bulgaria, he cannot pretend 
ignorance of the past collaborationism of certain of 
the leading government figures. Even in the Soviet 
Union Jews will certainly be reluctant to return to 
live in the scenes of slaughter, and many may en- 
deavor to resettle in areas never overrun. In the other 
countries, even this alternative is not given. The 
sheriff in the Ox Bow Incident may have achieved 
a surface equilibrium in the community (though what 
subconscious disturbances were entailed cannot be 
told) by hushing up the lynching of an innocent 
man. But he could never have done it if instead of 
compensating the widow and sending her away, the 
community had detained her by force and compelled 
her to pretend that, after all, nothing had happened. 
“For old democrats,” said the Rumanian, “the Jewish 
problem has never existed.” 


VI 


Ten plagues were necessary before Pharaoh would 
allow the Jews to leave Egypt. Plagues, too, are rain- 
ing down upon the European countries which Jews 
are hindered from leaving; and even though they 
fall chiefly upon the Jews, this in itself is not with- 
out an effect at least upon the “old democrats” and 
leftist elements in the governments. Much has been 
witten already about difficulties in economic read- 
justment and legal restoration. There are other severe 
plagues also. The inclination to scrap the old minori- 
ties’ treaties stems chiefly, no doubt, from a general 
tendency to do away entirely with national minori- 
ties in Europe’s post-war ethnographic map. The Jews 
can hardly be a sole exception, in the long run. But 
merely by abolishing Jewish “group rights,” one 
does not do away with the Jewish group. It exists, 
and is a problem. And it cannot be solved by giving 
the Jews the option of going off to Biro-Bidjan,: as 
in the Soviet Union, without being permitted to cross 
national boundaries. 


There is consequently a strong wish in some lef- 
tist circles in Europe that the Jews would disappear 
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by assimilation. Certain Jewish leftists are prepared 
to go to drastic lengths to accomplish this. In a previ- 
ous issue of the Jewish Frontier* this writer outlined 
what he described as a fantastic scheme for the 
rapid assimilation of Jews in a leftist world. It in- 
volved anti-religious propaganda, artificially fostered 
mixed marriage, systematic scattering of Jews so- 
cially and geographically. The ink was hardly dry on 
the pages when it was reported that a Jewish group 
in Sofia, including Jewish refugee Communists from 
Central Europe, was actively working for some of 
the main elements of this scheme. In France it is re- 
ported that a “non-sectarian” organization has been 
formed, headed by a Catholic priest but with the 
participation of Jews formerly active in the under- 
ground, with the purpose of taking charge of Jewish 
(and other) orphans, changing their names, and 
bringing them up as Frenchmen merely. 

Influential leftist government figures wish these 
trends well. It is beyond ordinary callousness, how- 
ever, tor any government today to adopt as its own 
a drastic program of enforced assimilation of the 
Jews. As against the minority of Jews who would 
like to vanish, a great body of European Jews is de- 
termined to preserve itself. Already the rift between 
these two elements in the Jewish community is caus- 
ing scandal which is registered on a world-wide scale. 
This, together with the other nine plagues bedeviling 
Jewish efforts to readjust in Europe, are influences 
which have produced another powerful trend of’ 
thought in Eastern Europe with regard to Jews. 
There are some circles in all countries (and in 
Czechoslovakia and possibly also in Poland this 
seems the dominant group) who have an alterna- 
tive to the strict anti-emigration view. They favor 
a separation between two categories of Jews: one 
group to be aided to emigrate to Palestine, the other 
to be assimilated as completely as possible. 

We have noted, in speaking of the Soviet Union, 
that such people as will leave its territories or not 
be recalled in the future, will probably be granted 
this privilege on the basis of special international 
treaties or informal agreements. One may anticipate 
that this will be the case generally in all of Eastern 
and Southeastern Europe. A model which such agree- 
ments may follow are the treaties for citizenship and 
residence option which have often been made be- 
tween states upon readjusting their boundaries. Far 
removed as these agreements may be from the forcible 
transfers or exchanges of populations arranged be- 
tween potential foes, it is clear that they—or perhaps 
the objective situation — will confront European 


* Jewry with a choice between harsh and radical alter- 


natives. And even this degree of liberty, the very 
right to leave, will be granted only if the Big Three 
give the Jews that position in Palestine upon which 
so much of their future depends. 


* “On Assimilation: Neither Salvation nor Safety”—April 1945. 
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Know Your Enemy 


A SHORT HisTORY OF GERMANY, by 
S. H. Steinberg. The Macmillan 
Company. New York. 1945. 304 
pp. $3.00. 


The inevitable question “Why did 
Nazism originate, and why in Ger- 
many?” has led to a strong popular 
interest in the history of pre-war Ger- 
many. The majority of the books on 
Germany published in recent years 
may be considered political pamphlets, 
regardless of their size. They include 
Friedrich Wilhelm Foerster’s Europe 
and the German Question, F. ]. Hearn- 
Shaw's Germany, the Aggressor 
throughout the Ages, Emil Ludwig's 
The Germans: Double History of a 
Nation, Vansittart’s Black Record and 
Paul Winkler’s The Thousand-Y ear 
Conspiracy. Their authors have used 
facts from the history of the Germans 
to corroborate their point, whether 
they claimed that the Germans and the 
Nazis were identical, that the present 
disaster was to be blamed not on the 
Germans as such but solely on the 


by Alfred Werner 


Prussians, or whatever other explana- 
tion they could offer. 

In addition to these political studies, 
more informative books on the Ger- 
mans were published, especially three 
brief one-volume histories of Ger- 
many, designed to acquaint the aver- 
age person with the basic facts of the 
German past. Edgar Stern-Rubarth’s 
Short History of the Germans, pub- 
lished in London, reveals the author as 
a champion of Vansittartism, as he 
speaks of the “inherited indelible 
character,” i.e. bad character of the 
Germans, of the “thin veneer of civili- 
zation” concealing their brutish na- 
ture. The other extreme is represented 
by Germany: A Short History, by 
George N. Shuster and Arnold Berg- 
straesser. Advocates of a soft peace for 
the Germans, they endeavored to shift 
part of the blame for the birth of Hit- 
lerism upon the shoulders of the peace- 
makers of 1918 who, hyprocritically, 
kindled great hopes in the hearts of 
war-weary mankind. Messrs. Shuster 


and Bergstraesser claimed that even 
under the Nazis “the discernible trend 
of public opinion was overwhelmingly 
in favor of peace” and even went so 
far as to assert that the Germans, at the 
time of the Munich Conference, were 
“restrained by anxiety if not by ardent 
antipathy to militarism.” 

Steinberg’s book distinguishes itself 
in many respects from the other two 
volumes. While in the latter more 
space is allotted to German history 
from the era of Bismarck to Hitler, ze. 
to the last eight or nine decades, than 
to the preceding ten or more centuries, 
Steinberg treats the highly interesting 
and insufficiently known medieval his- 
tory of Germany most thoroughly. For 
obvious reasons he refrains from delv- 
ing into the vast cultural history of 
the country, confining himself to the 
political-social aspects. Above all, he 
does not commit the quite common 
mistake of forcing modern ideas into 
ancient history, in order to prove a 
point, by making, for instance, Em- 
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peror Henry II, or Frederick the Great 
appear as proto-Nazis. . .. 
Nevertheless, the author of this lu- 
cid volume, written “sine ira et studio,” 
has a thesis of his own to offer. He 
considers “the non-existence, up to 
1871 .. . of any political unit called 
Germany” the “outstanding fact in the 
history of Germany.” He emphasizes, 
and probably overemphasizes, the ex- 
istence of various Germanic tribes, 
who, had they been left alone, would 
not have troubled the peace of Europe, 
and he introduces Prussias as a sort of 
béte noire that “scorned the idea of a 
free federal union of the German 
tribes, and did not rest until it had 
forced upon Germany that unity 
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which was the reverse of a thousand 
years of history.” 

The idea of subdividing the Ger- 
mans into Saxons, Bavarians, Franks, 
Hessians, Suebians and so forth, 
claimed to be “not regional subdivi- 
sions of one nation” but “nations 
themselves,” standing in “the same 
racial relation one to another as do the 
Danes, Swedes, Norwegians and Ice- 
landers” is not new. It was sharply 
criticized when Josef Nadler, in his 
Literaturgeschichte der deutschen 
Staemme und Landschaften endeavor- 
ed to split German literature into a 
number of regional literatures. It is 
true that in the Middle Ages Otto I 
was universally regarded, not as an 
Emperor of the Reich—which did not 
exist, in the modern sense of the word 
—but as a Saxon Duke who had van- 
quished the Franks, Bavarians and 
other tribes. But in the era of the air- 
plane, when a trip from Berlin to 
Munich takes only a few hours, it 
seems absurd to stress the compara- 
tively insignificant differences between 
the various German régions, for in- 
stance, the differences of dialect. In 
this century, appeals to local patriot- 
ism, made in crucial hours, proved in- 
efficient, whether Kurt Eisner in- 
dulged in Bavarian separatism in 
1919, or certain Bavarians tried to 
ward off Hitler by talking of re-estab- 


| lishing the Wittelsbach throne. This 


writer can testify that the blows he re- 
ceived from an SS man, who spoke, or 
rather barked, with a typical Suebian 
accent, did not differ essentially from 
those given him by a monster from 
Brandenburg. On the other hand, 
Thomas Mann and Oskar Maria Graf 
are German writers, even though the 
scene of many of their tales is the re- 
gion where they were born, Luebeck 
and Southern Bavaria, respectively. 
Yet Steinberg’s thesis that “the his- 
tory of the Germanies is the history of 
the unending struggle of the conti- 
nental Teutons for a working compro- 
mise between uniformity and disrup- 
tion” is true, if deprived of its racial 
implications. “The main problem of 
German history is very similar to that 
with which the League of Nations was 
confronted, namely, to find a working 
compromise between centralism and 
anarchy.” Both the French and the 
English achieved their complete na- 
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GYocee TE LEAGUE for LABOR PALESTINE 
This Is Our New Declaration of Principles: 


Tue League for Labor Palestine is an independent, 
self-governing organization of American Jews founded on the following 
basic principles: 


THE LEAGUE AND PALESTINE 


The ultimate solution of the Jewish problem—the survival of the 
Jewish people and their fullest development—requires the estabilshment 
of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth founded on principles of politi- 
cal and economic democracy and social justice, where Jews may resettle as 
a matter of right and develop their national existence. Therefore, the 


League undertakes the following: 

To further the work of Histadrut Haovdim of Palestine by diffusing knowl- 
edge of its activities, providing moral and political support for the Histadrut and 
extending financial support to the Histadrut and its institutions through co- 
operation with the National Labor Committee for Palestine. 

To participate in the World Zionist Organization and the World Zionist 
Congress as a constituent of the Labor Zionist bloc. 

To participate in all political and financial agencies and institutions of the 
World Zionist Organization, including the Jewish National Fund, Palestine 
Foundation Fund, United Palestine Appeal and the American Zionist Emer- 
gency Council. 

To mobilize American liberal and progressive forces behind the Histadrut 
and our fight for the establishment of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth. 

To support the activities of the Hechalutz organization in America. 


THE LEAGUE AND WORLD JEWRY 


The League recognizes the need for American Jews, as an integral 
part of World Jewry, to act on matters of common interest to Jews 
throughout the world. The League for Labor Palestine will therefore: 

Cooperate with other groups in American Jewry which seek to establish and 
maintain a democratic world Jewish body which will authoritatively represent 
world Jewry in order to defend Jewish rights in various countries and Jewish 
common interest throughout the world. 


THE LEAGUE AND THE AMERICAN SCENE 


The League regards it as incumbent on all its members to participate 
in every effort to protect the American democratic way of life. There- 
fore the League undertakes to do the following: 

Cooperate with labor, progressive and liberal groups that seek to protect 
the civil rights of all citizens and to abolish racial discrimination. 

Mobilize its membership against reactionary economic tendencies in Ameri- 
can life by supporting the cooperative and trade union movement and urging 
individual affiliation of League members in trade unions and cooperatives wher- 
ever possible. 

The League affirms that it is the duty of American Jewry as part of 
a world Jewish entity to maintain and develop Jewish cultural life. The 
League will therefore: 

Cooperate with other forces in American Jewish life to democratize Ameri- 
can Jewish institutions and foster progressive Jewish education and culture 
in America. 

Cooperate with other groups in American Jewry that seek to establish and 
maintain a central democratic American Jewish authority. 
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tional unity in the course of the 17th 
century and could enter the era of ad- 
vanced capitalism and imperialism as 
a united nation, whereas the interne- 
cine strife of the Germans continued 
from the early Middle Ages right into 
the nineteenth century. For a number 
of reasons it was only Brandenburg, 
the nucleus of the future Prussia, that 
emerged from the devastating Thirty 
Years’ war aggrandized in territory 
and wealth. The more the Reich dis- 
integrated, the more independent grew 
Prussia. It was not surprising that in 
1756, when Frederick II wantonly at- 
tacked Austria and the “Reich” charged 
the Elector of Brandenburg with a 
breach of the public peace, Frederick 
ignored the legal procedure and routed 
the ridiculous Army of the Empire. 
History repeated itself when Hitler 
poked fun at the impotent League of 
Nations! 

Prussia became a big power, as she 
embarked upon a policy of thorough 
militarization and streamlined central 
administration, while the rulers of 
most of the other German states did 
their utmost to enjoy themselves by 
imitating Louis XIV, the “Roi Soleil.” 
Although the cabinets of Europe could 
have realized that Prussia’s armament 
had no other purpose than war, they 
did as little to stem the tide as did, in 
a later period, Baldwin or Laval to halt 
Nazism. We agree with Steinberg 
that Frederick, who embodied Prus- 
sia’s best as well as her worst features, 
was one of the very few really out- 
standing personalities in German his- 
tory, but he underestimates Joseph II 
of Austria who, incidentally, was the 
first German prince to emancipate the 
Jews. Though Frederick was a genius, 


his influence on Germany was as bad 


as that of Bismarck who, according to 
Mommsen, “enlarged Germany and 
reduced the Germans.” By a strange 
irony of fate, the philosopher Hegel, 
the same man who strongly influenced 
Marx and Marxism, also, in a sense, 
paved the way for modern Fascism, 
with his doctrine of the omnipotent 
state, his deification of the German 
nation, and his thesis that the fate and 
the happiness of the individual count 
for nothing. .. . 

One must be grateful to Steinberg 
for showing clearly how in the strong- 
est German state, Prussia, feudalism 
was never destroyed, how the social 
and political privileges of the officers’ 
caste and the nobility were never 
touched. The endeavors of Stein and 
Hardenberg—the latter an ardent 
friend of the Jews—as well as of the 
idealists at the Frankfort Assembly of 
1848 to set up representative assem- 
blies of districts and provinces, cul- 
minating in a genuine national Ger- 
man parliament, were crushed. Neither 
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under the Kaiser, nor even under the 
Republic did the parliament wield any 
decisive power—‘“the Reichstag was 
little more than a popular facade to 
hide the autocratic fabric of the new 
Empire” —which remained in the 
hands of the military caste. It is pain- 
ful to remember that it was the Social 
Democrat, Friedrich Ebert, who, nolens 
volens, ushered in Nazism by reaching 
a secret agreement with the generals of 
the demobilized army, according to 
which the latter were empowered to 
raise corps of volunteers, the so-called 
Free Corps, predecessors of SS and SA. 

After having covered one thousand 
years of German history, the author 
dismisses the reader with a question, 
the ome with which Churchill con- 
cluded his history of World War I: 

“Is this the end? Is it to be merely a 
chapter in a cruel and senseless story? 
Or will there spring from the very 
fires of conflict that reconciliation of 
the giant combatants which would 
unite their genius and secure to each 
in safety and freedom a share in re- 
building the glory of Europe?” 

We must differ with the erudite Dr. 
Steinberg in so far as we believe that 
the “rebuilding of the glory of Europe” 
cannot be obtained by dismembering 
Germany into its original scores of 
kingdoms, principalities, and duchies. 
What is necessary is a thorough change 
of the country’s social set-up, the de- 
struction of the Junker class and the 
preponderance of heavy industry, go- 
ing hand in hand with the punishment 
of the war criminals and the re-educa- 
tion of the German youth. There is a 
definite danger in discriminating 
against the Prussians, or the Germans, 
or any people or tribe, not merely be- 
cause it may lead towards overlooking 
the more important social-political is- 
sues (see Leon Blum, “Racialism in 
Reverse,” JEWISH FRONTIER, October, 
1939). Even Germany should be able 
to redeem itself, if she decides to enter 
the road that would lead from 1848 
straight to 1948—and if Allied lead- 
ership will not prevent her from choos- 
ing that path. 
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Take a plain, ordinary hamburger—dash on just enough Heinz 
“57 Sauce” so that its ruddy-brown richness blends with the 
succulent juices of the meat—and you have real eating! Or 
top a great golden puff of an omelet with rosy, thick Heinz 
Chili Sauce. 


You'll find scores of other routine dishes that step right into 
the specialty class with such flavor-flatterers as Heinz Prepared 
Mustards (stone-ground for extra smoothness) — Heinz Worces- 
tershire Sauce, a symphony of spice —or the world’s largest- 


selling condiment, Heinz Tomato Ketchup! 
ron EI NZ Heinz Condiments, made from carefully selected fruits and 
vegetables, are enlivened ever so deftly and discreetly with 


CONDIMENTS rare and aromatic seasonings. 


Among the Varieties Keep several Heinz Condiments on the table—or near the 

cookstove. You'll find they give everything from sandwiches 
to stews that extraordinary flair of flavor that everybody 
enjoys. 

















